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EprrortaL—THE MANCHESTER CONFERENCE 


Cedisor of the East Midland Library Bureau Catalogu.) 


QUALIFYING FoR LIBRARIANSHIP, 
Lerrers on Our AFFAIRS 


Arrer-ConFERENCE time is the period of refleétion, and this year one involving several interests. 
There was uttered on the shethoaim a warning that the question of the government control 
of public libraries was in the air ; and Mr. Jast rigidly deprecated the discussion of the matter 
as a bye-produé& of another subje& then being debated. Library authorities and librarians, 
however, are asking for a lead from the Library Association, the only body competent or 
authorized to give it, and no doubt this will form the cardinal “ policy ” question of the 
a * * * * * * 

As for the conference itself, we have the testimony of a distinguished public official 
that it was the best-organized conference he had ever attended, every activity of the members 
being foreseen and provided for to the least detail. This was, of course, in the main the 
work of a Local Committee presided over by Miss Kingsmill Jones, surely one of the most 
attractive “‘ chairmen” a library authority has ever possessed, and working through Mr. 
Charles Nowell (who, say the ladies, challenges comparison as our handsomest librarian), 
and his genial deputy, Mr. George Fry. To these we express our congratulations and our 
thanks, and to all those of the Manchester staff who gave themselves, from the seniors to the 
juniors, even to the lift boy, to our entertainment and instruction. 


* * * * * * 


Results are difficult to assess, and criticisms easy to make. The main criticism arises 
from the size of a great association such as ours now is. There can be few quasi-professional 
bodies which pour into a town to the number of twelve hundred, and, in our case, hotels, 
hostels and other places are swamped. Hotel prices are those intended for the wealthy and 
are applied to the poor; to be frank, there are few hotels that can give service in any way 

to a charge of 17s. for bed and breakfast. It may not be refined to mention money, 
but even the most ethereal souls who have to account for such prices find them difficult to 
explain. Then, one sees one’s friends momentarily as they become engulfed in the crowd. 
The debates, too, have passed from the practical suggestive speeches of old to the oratorical 
efforts appropriate for large audiences ; and in these the average modest man does not dare 
to participate. We certainly had not to listen to many political speeches this time, but the 
librarian did not lift his voice often. 
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This criticism is meant to be construétive. If the annual conference is to be of use it 
is as an “ inspirational” summing-up of the work of smaller local conferences. In the 
intimate assemblies in the branch association areas it is possible to discuss a€tual problems, 
and these are perhaps of greater value from that point of view. The annual conference is 
desirable for publicity purposes, for drawing attention to the service in a general way, and 
if the results of the work of the local ones appear there they are well worth while. It has 
been suggested, on the other hand, that a five-yearly conference of the whole association 
might be tried, but five years is a long time in which sof to meet one’s distant colleagues. 

* * * * * * 


We have avoided any specific reference to the aétual papers and discussions as these ~ 
appear as a supplement to the September Library Association Record, which is also obtainable 
as a separate publication. It is, as may be expected, as complete a survey of the practice and 
policy of modern libraries as it is possible to obtain. Hereafter every Student of library 
administration in this country must regard it as an important text-book. 

* * * * * 

A word on the hospitality of Manchester is necessary. The city lived up to its reputa- 
tion. The handsome reception given at the Town Hall by the Lord Mayor and the equally 
handsome hospitality of the chairman and members of the Libraries Committee at the Ref- 
erence Library will not readily be forgotten. Mr. Jast’s highly poetical Florentine Iromy was 
an hour of telling acting, beautiful verse and bright colour, given by gifted people in the 
charming little theatre which is unique in English libraries. As for the Reference Library 
itself, everyone who attended was supplied with a Handbook with illustrations which is a 

rmanent record of the finest of great British modern libraries. It was a privilege to be made 


ree of all its rooms. 
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* * * * * * 


Another feature of the library year will be the amalgamation of the L.A. and the A.A.L., 
not in the loose confederation suggested by “ in affiliation with,” but by aétual absorption 
the one society into the other. A complete schedule of the scheme appears in the Oétober 
issue of The Library Assiffant, which no doubt will receive the due consideration of all 
librarians and, we hope, their support as making for that unity which all must desire. The 
scheme means the remodelling of the areas of present branches, a new basis of council eleétion, 
a slight increase in certain dues, and the disappearance of the A.A.L.’s separate being. With 
it goes, too, The Library Assistant, which has been of great use to thousands of assistants 
and was never more lively than to-day, even if its reviews, as are those in the O&ober number, 
are occasionally precocious and cheeky. Some platform must be found for assistants within 
the new Library Association. 

* * * * * * 

Few conferences of A.S.L.1.B. have been more interesting than that held last month 
at St. John’s College, Cambridge. Public libraries and their relation to industry were dealt 
with in two papers, which seemed to suggest that industry sought from public libraries not 
specialized trade information but solid text-books on subjeéts lying on the fringes of industry. 
The A.S.L.1.B. periodical list of books on scientific subjects appears to have been well received 
and it certainly is invaluable to all general libraries. 

* * * * . * 

The new syllabus of the London University Library School is before us. There are 
several changes: the chief is that a whole-time instructor in the allied subjeéts of classifica- 
tion-cataloguing has been appointed and the time to be devoted to these will be from four 
to eight hours weekly. Mr. Doubleday has retired, and Mr. Berwick Sayers is now to lecture 
on public library administration. The other leéture courses have been ordered to meet the 
varying modern types of library service, and in particular reference work will receive special 
attention from the Direétor, while languages now include compulsory German. The new 
course is a severe and valuable one. 
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Qualifying for Librarianship* 
By C. C. Apams, F.L.A. 
(Editor of the East Midlands Library Bureau Catalogue). 


I HAVE many times wondered why knowledge of our profession as a career should be either 
so inaccessible or misleading to the public at large and the matriculation student in par- 
ticular. I cannot recall having consulted one book on careers published during the last 
six years in which the address of the Library Association’s Headquarters was not given as 
Buckingham Palace Road although the Association has had two other homes within the 
period. Only a few offer the advice of application at the nearest public library. Surely 
the Association could issue a booklet setting forth the scope of the profession with an outline 
of the minimum educational qualifications required for entrance into its various branches and 
circulate it not only to Library Authorities, many of whom require such enlightenment, but 
to all secondary schools and colleges. We could then be certain that our profession would 
not be the haphazard choice of a few, but would attra& a larger proportion of the brilliant 
Students each year. 


I should like to assume for the purposes of my paper this afternoon that all those who 
seek entrance to Librarianship do so because they have an earnest desire to foster education 
in its widest sense by the dissemination of knowledge in the form of literary material. If 
the comfortableness of our profession, to quote our local president, and the congeniality 
of our work has attracted any to our number who had previously qualified for ered oad 
fessions now closed to them through over-crowding, I hope they have realised the potentialities 
of the work they have adopted and enter into it with as much spirit and gusto as if it had 
been their primary reason for attending college and taking a University degree. Otherwise, 
not only are they keeping a better man out of employment, for I need not remind you that 
the profession of Librarianship is also uncomfortably full, but by their mediocrity they are 
jeopardising the entry of fellow graduates into a career which is in my opinion more impor- 
tant than that of school teaching. Library committees are as a rule very thrifty bodies of 
people, not always as well qualified for their task as they might be, who are very easily 
prejudiced and who, if they make one mistake, never forget it. 


Let us now examine the various avenues along which the young assistant may travel 
in pursuit of his goal. Even if he has been so unlucky as to find himself in one of the so- 
called ‘‘ black spots’ where no interest is taken in the Library Association or its branches 
as professional organizations, there is every probability that he will be roped in within the 
next year or so and will then be able to enjoy the benefits derived from intercourse with 
others engaged in this most fascinating profession. In all too few libraries are the rights 
of the junior assistant recognised in this respect. In too many cases it is only the senior 
members of the Staff eligible for membership of the Assistants’ Seétion who are allowed 
off duty to attend meetings. Let us hope that with the institution of the proposed Students’ 
Seétion these blots in our scheme of training will be removed, as it is most important that 
the probationer if he is to sit the elementary examination with any success should realise 
that although praétices followed in his own library may be very good, they may not be 
general and that there are others equally good or even better. At the examination the candi- 
date is expected to show some attempt at criticism which must not be quoted from text- 
books, and how can he develop this faculty if he is cooped up within the confines of one 
small library from year’s end to year’s end ? 

Another avenue to which every assistant should at some time have access is attendance 
at the Summer School held in August under the joint auspices of the Library Association, 
Birmingham University, and the Birmingham Public Libraries, where in concentrated form 
he is given a dose of the latest and best developments in library praétice. The value of the 


*A paper read at the North Midland Branch meeting held at Leicester on June 20th, 1935. 
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school in arousing enthusiasm and widening outlook cannot be over-emphasised, and I 
think that every assistant who shows interest in his work should be allowed to attend at 
least once in every five years. By this means each member of a Staff would go in rotation 
and at sufficient interval to ensure his learning something entirely fresh each time. 
Professional periodicals and meetings of local branches would keep knowledge up-to-date 
between times. Unfortunately I cannot speak at first hand of the Birmingham Summer 
School, but at others which I have attended one frequently saw the same faces year after 
year due to the illogical practice of granting leave to the most senior person on each Staff 
who expressed a desire to attend, without considering the younger members to whom more 
benefit would accrue. I shall be only too glad to know that such affairs are better managed 
in the Midlands of England, although I am aware that students attending the school receive 
varying degrees of encouragement from library authorities. Some authorities allow time 
and expenses, some half-time and expenses, some time without expenses, while others will 
not allow even so much as that and students are ed to attend in their annual holiday. 
While in my opinion the attitude of local authorities falling within the last category calls 
for the strongest censure, I do not agree with spoon-feeding assistants, and I have no admira- 
tion for those who only ask permission to attend when they know that expenses will be 
paid. I should like to see all library authorities follow some generally accepted rule in this 
matter, such as allowing time to all assistants and paying half the expenses of those with a 
salary of less than, say, {100 a year. In the case of students from outside the Midland area 
I think the salary limit might be in the region of {150 per annum. 

Every assistant who takes his work in earnest will endeavour to pass the examina- 
tions of the Library Association in whichever order or scheme the syllabus in force 
may dictate. Coercion should be unnecessary and is undesirable. If he is not 
sufficiently lucky as to reside within reach of oral tuition he should be advised to take 
a correspondence course, as with most of the subjeéts in the curriculum some guidance 
is essential. Here again authorities have scope for the greatest generosity, but I think I 
have said that I do not believe in spoon-feeding. If an assistant has so little desire to fit 
himself for the vocation he has adopted that he is unwilling to pay his own class fees, he 
would be better in some other employment. I should recommend that he has sufficient 
leisure in which to pursue his studies and that at least the more expensive text-books are 
placed at his disposal, although this is a concession we are apt to deny students for other 
professions. 

I am pleased to note in the current issue of the Library Association Record that the present 
syllabus for the Diploma examinations has not proved entirely satisfactory and is to be 
revised at an early date. I am thus saved the necessity of entering upon an enumeration of 
its faults and suggesting remedies. There may however be some among you who are not 
cognisant with the scope of the examinations in either their present or past forms. I shall 
therefore give you a rapid survey of the present syllabus. 

Students must first pass an elementary examination, covering papers in Elementary 
English Literary History, in which the questions are occasionally anything but elementary ; 
Elementary Classification, Cataloguing and Accession methods such as any junior assistant 
could grasp within his limited pra¢tical experience, and Elementary Library Administration, 
covering an assortment of subjeéts from the care of books to general points in Library Law. 

Then follows the intermediate examination which is really the final examination in 
Classification and Cataloguing, both of which subjeés must be attempted on consecutive days. 

The final examination, before attempting which the candidate must produce evidence 
that he can translate moderately easy passages from two foreign languages into English, 
may be taken whenever the student feels so inclined. It covers the three very wide subjects 
of (a) English Literary History, or, the Literary History of Science, or, the Literary History 
of Economics and Commerce; (6) Bibliography and Book-seleétion with Historical Biblio- 
graphy, or Paleography and Archives, or, Indexing and Abstracting; (¢) Advanced Library 
Administration with a paper on either Public Libraries, that is Urban, County and School 
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Libraries, or, on University and Special Libraries, which is read to include Scientific, Technical 
and Commercial Libraries, which you will agree are departments of the Public Library service. 

The questions in the English Literary History paper are so wide and searching that many 
graduates to whom I have shown such papers at various times have admitted that they were 
glad that they did not have to stake their chance of an honours degree in English on their 
ability to answer even six out of the nine or twelve questions set in each paper. This has 
always seemed to me one reason why “Arts” graduates in our profession should not be 
exempt from this section of the syllabus as they have been to date. 

Bibliography is, apart from the study of literature, the only cultural subje& in our 
curriculum, and could be a very fascinating hobby if one had time to follow it up instead of 
preparing to Study for the next practical paper. It covers the whole art of book produétion 
from the inception of printing—paper making, printing in all its branches, book illustration, 
book binding, as well as a whole fund of valuable information about books and how to 
trace and evaluate them. Both the theoretical and practical side of book selection are included 
so that candidates require to be fairly familiar with the best books in all branches of know- 
ledge. A knowledge of paleography and archives, which to many may seem rather specialistic, 
will soon be a necessity with most library assistants since increasing attention is being con- 
centrated on the acquisition of local colle€tions of manuscripts and records. 

Advanced Library Administration covers the whole field of library science and a high 
standard is naturally expected of candidates at the final examination for the Diploma. For 
the third paper in this subje& students may offer either a detailed knowledge of public library 
administration or of university and special libraries, as I have already stated. I do not wish 
to appear a hard task-master, but I fail to see why a Diplomate in Librarianship to-day should 
not be expected to have made a study of all aspeéts of the subjeé& as did his colleagues as 
recently as five years ago. Commercial and technical libraries, which for the purposes of 
the examination syllabus are classed with university and special libraries, are in most places 
departments of the public library and as such are administered by members of the public 
library staff, who if the present syllabus is the basis of their professional qualifications have 
had no theoretical knowledge of the work. None of the fields of librarianship is as yet 
surrounded by an insurmountable stone wall. I would not wish that they should be. 
Assistants should have every freedom in passing from one type of service to another, and 
in order that this may be maintained I think that pre-diploma Pansat’ is a mistake. 

So much for the training afforded assistants entering the library services with only a 
matriculation certificate in their pockets. 

There is another avenue of approach to our profession which we have not yet considered. 
That is the diploma course in librarianship at University College, London, which offers 
facilities for graduates and matriculated students to qualify by means of day or evening 
classes for a diploma and entry into the profession. The period of the course varies from 
one year in the case of graduates who are full-time students to not more than five years in 
the case of non-graduate part-time students. The leGturers are librarians of repute in and 
around London and the curriculum is pretty much the same as that laid down for the diploma 
examinations of the Library Association with the exception that paleography and archives 
are compulsory subjeés. 

I am sorry that I have been unable to find the ratio of full-time to part-time students, 
but the total number of registered students is, I understand, in the region of too per session. 
About 45 per cent. of those passing the diploma examination each June are non-graduates, 
and yet the possession of a diploma certificate from this University College presupposes in 
minds of the uninitiated the possession of an academic degree from one or other of our 
universities. This state of affairs is fair neither to the uate nor to the fellow student 
without an academic degree. 

To my mind, qualifying for our profession through attendance at the School of Librarian- 
ship has one serious drawback where full-time students are concerned. It is this. The course 
is more or less all theory, which without adequate practice is either entirely forgotten or 


e 
re 
qf 
d 
4 
=? 
. 
“ae 
3 


78 THE LIBRARY WORLD 


remembered in only a confused fashion as soon as the examination for which the faéts have . 
been crammed is over. 

I grant you that the School does yeoman service in offering facilities of part-time oral 
tuition to library assistants in and around London, and also in preparing the graduate witha 
groundwork of theory for positions in University and special libraries. 

As the Library Association bye-laws now stand, anyone who has secured the diploma 
of either the Association or the School of Librarianship is considered a qualified librarian. 
I venture to suggest that the term is a misnomer. In some libraries, although no longer a 
probationer, a diplomate might still be in a very junior position and have no practical 
experience whatever of many points on which he had satisfied examiners in theory. The 
memory is seldom so retentive as we should prefer it to be with the result that such diplomates, 
if they are content with their station, soon cease to be ‘Qualified Librarians.” On the other 
hand, some secure executive positions long before they have completed the prescribed 
course for the Library Association diploma. They possess personality, which in nine cases 
out of ten is as useful as a store of bibliographical detail, but they may also et oma 
book-seleétion, library planning and organisation, and similar branches of our craft without 
any theoretical knowledge of them. I cannot but think that this is one reason why the 
bagman flourishes and firms of library outfitters have such a free hand in some places as 
they claim to have. 

I have said that I consider the term “ Qualified Librarian” a misnomer when applied 
to people who have just completed the diploma course of the Library Association or of the 
School of Librarianship, for at this stage in their career they are far from qualified to fulfil 
the cultural and educational purpose of our profession. During the time that he has been 
studying for the diploma the full-time library employee has had little time to per | the 
cultural side of his character, and it is here that the graduate assistant in whom these attributes 
are no longer latent scores to a certain extent. This advantage in the graduate staff need 
not be permanent, however, and should be quite superficial by the time either type is 
sufficiently qualified to seek an executive position. The acquisition of scholarship should 
be second nature to the assistant librarian with a healthy interest in his work. Dipping into 
books on all subjeéts as he classifies and catalogues them he cannot but be tempted to master 
gradually a knowledge not only of the literature of several subjeéts but of their precepts as 
well. Unless he endeavours to qualify for an extra-mural degree from London University 
he always will appear inferior on paper, I am afraid, to the graduate. 

Of the courses offered for the “Arts ” degree I find it very difficult to choose one entirely 
suited to the needs of our profession. There are so many restriGtions as to which subjects 
may, or may not, be taken together for an honours degree. On the face of it, an honours 
degree in English language and literature would seem the natural one for a librarian to 
pursue, particularly as that subje& now includes a seétion on bibliography, but the university 
authorities recommend that the subsidiary subje& should be another language and its litera- 
ture. Is the study of philology,of which London University makes rather a fetish,as useful 
to the practical librarian as economics or social psychology, or to the specialist librarian as a 
particular knowledge of any one of the natural sciences ? And yet to the person who would 
wish to improve his qualifications as a librarian the studyof economics for the B.Sc.(Economics) 
degree is much too limited in scope and is therefore so much wasted time. The librarian in 
charge of any of our public institutions cannot afford to specialise too closely in any one 
subje& to the exclusion of others. His staff may, but the flu€tuating element must not be * 
forgotten, and even they are hoping one day to occupy chief positions. 

If a librarian wishes to parade his academic qualifications, and in these days of higher 
education for everyone he must, the most useful degree for which he could read is a B.A. 
degree with honours in Psychology. In taking this degree candidates must offer as” 
subsidiary subje&ts one of the following :—History of Philosophy ; Logic; Aesthetics; 


Sociology, which may include Social Psychology ; and, Special Philology, plus a two-days 
practical examination, 


= 


we 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 


oo 


FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS 
DARDANELLES DILEMMA 


E. KEBLE CHATTERTON. 

ked with “ere , and should occupy the shelf devoted to Authoritative 
Fistory. Lge. 


18/- 
GIANTS ON PARADE 


B. BENNISON. 
be ee Author, formerly Sports Editor of The Daily Telegraph, and a Sports Writer of inter- 
a here presents a vivid and intimate story o: the champions of all countries— 


Tragedy. umour and Pathos walk with these giants as they here Tee or. 
INDIAN GODS & KINGS 
E. HAWKRIDGE. 
For wena aa India—the land of beauty and horror, fabulous wealth and abject 
—has cast an amazing spell over Western peoples : to understand this spell one must know 
the history of India’s Gods and Kings from the earliest days. Demy 8vo. LIllus. 15/- 


PRANZINI 
(THE TRIPLE MURDERS IN THE RUE MONTAGNE). 


ANDRE PASCAL. 
amazing story of Pranzini—thief, swindler, roué, linguist, traveller, and murderer— 
t was he the man who did the triple murder ? This book, compiled from authentic docu- 
French investigations, is packed with thrills, tension and drama 7/6 


MORE STRICTLY PERSONAL 


SYDNEY HORLER. 
Here is a pungent, biting commentary by the most famous “ Thriller’ Writer of to-day : 
his shrewd analysis of contemporary Life and Matters is the essential tonic for the tired 
business man or woman. Packed with humour, chuckles and downright commonsense. 7/6 


RECENT PUBLICATIONS 


SING SING DOCTOR 


AMOS O. SQUIRE. 
An amazing and valuable contribution to the study of and Social Problems 
by the Chie! Physician and Consultant of the world famous Sing Prison. Demy 8vo. 


10/6 
THE NEPTUNE LIBRARY 
Great Stories of the Sea—First Cheap Editions. 
BUCCANEERS OF THE PACIFIC VENTURES AND VOYAGES 
GEORGE WYCHERLEY E. CHATTERTON 
WINDJAMMERS AND SHELLBACKS ROLLING ROUND THE HORN 
E. Kesie CHATTERTON CLAUDE MUNCASTER 


FLOTILLAS. Capt. Lionget Dawson 
demy 8vo 45/- net. Illus. full cloth 


Rich & Cowan Ltd., 25 Soho Sq., W.| 
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It will be seen that any one of these subjeéts is of a cultural nature, and the Intermediate 
examination could be so planned as to fill in the gaps in one’s knowledge of his own and 
foreign or or of scientific and yy = subjects. This scheme is not however perfe& 
and the Education Committee of the Library Association and the University authorities 
might with profit put their heads together to evolve a syllabus for an academic degree which 
would be even more useful to librarians. The University Senate with no knowledge of public 
library requirements would be quite unequal to the task alone. 

Proving one’s qualifications for librarianship would seem to be a difficult problem beyond 
the acquisition of the technical diploma. When a Hitler arises from the ranks of our pro- 
fession the following reconstruétional recommendations should have his earliest attention :— 

1.—That only one set of examinations should be held for a diploma in Librarianship 
which should be issued by the Library Association. 

2.—That the diploma course should cover the whole field of librarianship without 
specialisation in any branch. 

3.—That the choice of questions at the examinations should be more limited. At present 
a candidate can choose six questions which are more or less redundant and can obtain a 
pass certificate without showing any extensive knowledge of his subjeé. 

4.—That there should be a post-diploma course offering certificates in specialised branches 
of librarianship and also certificates in teaching ability and psychology for those who wish 
to be placed on the panel of tutors and examiners. The efforts on our behalf of these much 
maligned members of our py wes would then be beyond reproach. 

You may think that I advocate putting the School of Librarianship out of praétice. 
This is not so, but its function should be altered. I think that special courses should still 
be given to graduates wishing technical knowledge to fit them for university, scientific and 
special library appointments, and that its scope should be extended to cover extra mural 
tuition in librarianship for the examinations, both pre- and poét-diploma, of the Library 
Association. Such facilities should be offered by all universities and university colleges 
in the country, because there are many who cannot derive as much good from correspondence 
courses as they can from oral tuition. 

If and when some such similar course has been adopted there will not be the same 
likelihood of unplaced graduates qualified for other professions entering ours and usurping 
the posts at the top of the ladder which rightly should belong to the trained librarian. 
Librarianship will in these Utopian days be looked up to with respe& as a highly cultured 
profession and librarians will be able to say with increased self-respe& and much more con- 
fidence that they faithfully discharge their obligations to the public. 


Letters on Our Affairs 


REVERED CALLIMACHUS, 


Tuese Days! 

The Pearl-grey sky of the early autumn over-canopies the crescent bay of grey-green 
by which I am spending the last few days of the forty-eight of leave to which my long library 
service now entitles me. I write to you, O venerable Callimachus, to you in your quiet 
retirement among your Westmoreland hills, now I suppose becoming yellow and gold in 
the decline of the year ; not because library affairs to-day offer much in the way of comment, 
but merely to hold you in touch with the aétive service which you have so long left behind 
you. For, to-day, libraries move in a groove of unparallelled efficiency in which the old 
possibilities of ‘‘ going one better than the other chap ” hardly exist as they did in the fifteen 
years after the First Great War. How far away that seems ! 


THEN 


we had men who found a new way of arranging book shelves : you remember—those seven- 
foot-six vertical shelves which our Georgian contemporaries regarded as Standard shelves. 
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BOOKS OF OUTSTANDING INTEREST 
Ready Shortly. Recently Published. 

THE COMING OF AISsA GERVASE ELWES—THE STORY OF 

Oliver Baldwin. 8s.6d. HIS LIFE 

Lady Winefride and Richard Elwes. 

THE STORY OF SCOTLAND YARD Illus. 15s, 

Sir Basil Thomson. Illus. 1553, BURNED BRIDGES : 
THE LIFE OF CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS 

THE HISTORY OF THE KING'S 

Charles Duff. 158. MESSENGERS 
THE ANGEL OF PITY V. Wheeler-Holohan. Illus. 21s. 

Francis Stuart. 8s. 6d. THE 1 DEVIL AT SAXON WALL 
THE WAINWRIGHTS me 

MOVING PAGEANT WEEK IN EDEN 

L. A. Pavey. 7s. 6d. M. Locke. 

= Grayson & Grayson, 66 Curzon Street, Mayfair, W.| | 


AFTER THREE YEARS 


OF INTENSIVE EXPERIMENT OUR NU CRAFT BINDING IS 
BY POPULAR VERDICT THE PRE-EMINENT BRIGHTER BINDING 
FOR LENDING LIBRARY BOOKS. AS THE BINDING IS SCRATCH- 
PROOF, STAINPROOF, MOISTUREPROOF, DIRT-RESISTING, LONG- 
WEARING AND HYGIENIC, IT IS THE ONLY LIBRARY 
BINDING THAT MEETS ALL REQUIREMENTS 


BOUND IN LIBRABIND AND WINTERBOTTOM’S 
IMPERIAL MOROCCO CLOTH, FAST FINISH 


COSTS NO MORE THAN COMMON WORK 


DUNN & WILSON, LTD. 


BELLEVUE BINDERY FALKIRK 
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Of course you remember! How at one place they first tilted the bottom shelf in a bookcase 
and the mode became the rage, and we had sloping shelves, counters, cabinets, files, seats, 
desks—although these were a reversion to a very ancient type—and almost everything else. 
Then, since readers could not be permitted to go direé& to the shelves, we had to spend years 
on counter-devices; should counters be round or square? Should they be enclosed or 
open ? Have glass shelves to cover issue trays ? Issue trays that went on wheels or railway 
lines ? Assistants who swung on swivels, and so on? And what of our publicity ? Printing ? 
Why, we each and all went out bald-headed for modernity ; the librarian then did not follow 
the simple modes sung so dulcetly and with such rhyming skill by Auden— 

He from these lands of terrifying mottoes 

Makes worlds as innocent as Beatrix Potter’s— 


We wanted splendid original worlds of print, and each of our reading slips—for they were 
not reading /iffs, and catalogues as such were extinét—was thrust at the public in square-face, 
or blunt-tail, or sans-tail, or even sans-sense type; the problem being to excite attention, 
and even if the person attracted could not read the type afterwards he had at least been 
attracted. In those 

Haucyon TIMES 


librarians bought books how and when they pleased, or could ; there was no simple obedience 
to a higher authority, I mean beyond the library committee and the town or county councils. 
The lenient police exercised censorship of a sort which was barely visible, and, when it was, 
left the world gasping, but barely touched the public library. Sometimes we banded to 
make a seleé& catalogue through the Library Association of the day, but we all said how 
useless it was when it was done, because each of us individually could have done it better. 
That was a licentious joy of former days, that assurance of one’s own selecting skill and 
the knowledge that it could be exercised. There even existed people in libraries without 
State Certificates of any sort! I can even recall an out-of-work workman being appointed 
a town librarian, and a woman being made a borough librarian, merely because she had 
served faithfully for a certain number of years. I can recall that we trained our staffs through 
the Library Association examinations, five, or even six, parts these used to have, and later 
they had three parts; but it was apparently carefully arranged that only a certain number 
of candidates were to pass, although I do sot believe the allegation that those who did were 
selected by the examiners by the famous method of closing the eyes and sticking a pin into 
a list of members. Our library school was in existence then, of course, as the handsome 
volume, The Roll of the Alumni of the School of Librarianship shows, but, incredible as it may 
seem, whole-time schools of librarianship were held to compare unfavourably with “ growing- 
up-in-library ” methods. 
A queer lawless time that was, O Callimachus ! 


Our Drvistonat INSPECTOR 


paid his quarterly call the week before I went away, and in his courteous young Cambridge 
voice indicated the lines on which the new Code is to be worked. It seems that the Secretary 
has been having some trouble with publishers who want, most inadvisedly, to put forth 
books which do not represent the views of the Department. The Government could not 
view with equanimity the publication of works at variance with its established policy ; and 
there is an actual instance recorded, so H.M.I. tells me, of a book on eleoral methods which 
slipped into the Oficial Approved Lift for Libraries, through a typing error, and it caused more 
commotion than any event since the Great Purge. I know you had doubts of the value of 
that Purge, but when you recall the once anarchy of our shelves, and now look upon their 
law-keeping successors, surely you must allow the dignity and spiritual worth of the discipline 
we now enjoy. You urge that this government may not last, but it seems alive enough as yet. 
Even if it does change, the machinery of the Department will hold libraries faithfully on the 
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ITS THEORY & PRACTICE Eprrion) 


S. Evelyn Thomas, B.Com.(Lond.), Ph.D. 914 pages 10/6 net 


OF ECONOMICS (Seventn Eprtion) 
net 
THE ELEMENTS OF COSTING’ 


By George R. Glover, ae A.L.A.A. (Fellow of the 


Economic Society) and oA. 
pa 5/- net 
COMPANY (Seconp Foros) 
LL.B., Barrister-at-Law. 


By Harry Farrar, M.C. 
pose as 12/6 net 
PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF INCOME TAX AND 


SUR-TAX Epitron) 
By Halford W. L. Reddish, F.C.A., and H. G. W. Teverson, 


F.C.A. Revised by R. Glynne Williams, A. cA. 
SALESMANSHIP AND ADVERTISING 
} rar W. Houghton, A.C.LS. 272 pages  5f- net 
By E. W. Chance, O.B.E., LL.B., New Revised Edition 
Ottaway, Solicitor and — 


These books and many others in the 
g Lists are being largely bought xii see owe 
epeiidlinte, they are authoritative and By S. Evelyn Thomas, B.Com.(Lond.), Ph.D. 387+vii. pages 8/6 net 
up-to-date and are widely used by ber 
professional workers and students. SHORTHA Complete Manual ant 


-; Textbooks. 
Write for Complete Catalogue to 


THE GREGG PUBLISHING CO. LTD. 


GREGG HOUSE, RUSSELL SQUARE, 


LONDON, W.C.1 


| STARRS Liprary E BINDINGS 


E have not succumbed to the temptation to sacrifice strength 
for cheapness. 


Although our prices are competitive, we still retain hidden sources of 
strength in split boards, loose back work calico lined, and “‘ protected ”’ 
leather, even in our lower priced styles. They will help even an inferior 
book to give longer wear, and you pay no more for it. 


We give you a first class job, whether in our cheaper styles, or better 
bindings. 


Various styles in any materials, all embodying Brightness, Smartness, 
Refinement and Reliability. 


GIVE US A TRIAL, PLEASE! 


JAMES STARR & SONS LTD. 


DAWBER STREET WORKS, WIGAN 
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lines its experience has prescribed. As for books, it is surely a good thing that the Secretary 
is able to say to b peo seed the libraries are open for such books; produce them! And, 
on the other hand, they are closed to books I do not approve ; do sof produce them! Thus 
do we get the publishing trade an active body on behalf of established things. How cleverly 
Secretary MacMorton, the great Scots library pioneer, instituted his campaign of cleansi g, 
removing books on out-worn creeds, policies and philoscphies and sweeping away all manner 


of subversive print. The empty shelves were what the cluttered libraries of our youth 


needed more than physical ventilation; we won elbow room. 
THE Cope. 


We had, soon after, the great Code. Our budgetary position was levelled to the needs of 


our population, and so adequate staffs and appliances became possible. Surely you admit 
that the introduction of State Certificates has been on incalculable value. It was momentarily 
hard on eStablished men who at forty-odd were forced to undergo the repolishing of the 
Departmental Course, but, even if some retained regrets for the obsolete order, the working 
of Superannuation has now, in most cases, relieved them from office and from regrets. Now, 


all our staffs are trained alike, they almost look alike, and their psychological approach to _ 


readers is invariably effe€tive because it is now classical. 


Our Successs. 


Our library earned commendation and the brevet of the Department this year because 
we were able to show more highly-polished floors than any library in the Division. Surely 
that was an achievement, you will admit ? Rule Cd. 023.51 clearly lays it down that to win 
this distinétion is an aim of all efficient State librarians. What a relief it was, so many years 
ago, to have those vertical shelves abolished, to have no longer to think about appliances, 
furniture, charging systems, or staff training. O wise and excellent department! In your 
Code you prescribe, from the approved factory, the furniture, and other appurtenances suitable 
for every type of town and population. Who now is worried, as we were of old, as to whether 
(or not) his library was equal to Manchester or Sheffield ? All that is gone, I rejoice to think. 
In my 24-hourly report I am able to show that every moment of our strenuous and exhausting 
four-hours’ day is Fil of plans for the drawing in of readers, not by bulletins printed crassly 
but by the pure play of high conversational ability. Our centralized 


CATALOGUING 


is one of the simplest reforms the world knows, surely. Can you recall without a shudder 
the hideous parcels of books which were wont to come to us, nakedly untreated, from a 
hundred booksellers, which we had to stamp, label, and do other things with, and aétually 
to catalogue and classify individually. It is scarcely credible to-day, when all books come to 
us fully prepared, with their catalogue entries complete, and their bindings bearing all our 
Standard signs ready for our people, that as late as the third decade of the century each library 
did its own; and sometimes—it is unbelieveable—the branches in one system each did their 
own. What a simple miracle is government management, as also the Departmental Biblio- 
graphical Office demonstrates | 

This almost lyrical rhapsody is only possible to one who, like myself, remembers the 
old days when Mr. Jast got up at one of those queer conferences former librarians used to 


hold and indicated calmly that he had opinions, probably unfavourable, to Government * 


inspe@tion. That was the natural outcome of our former national tradition that the Govern- 
ment was to be chosen by the people ; a theory that our praétice has long overcome. As for 


INSPECTION, 
what could be more delightful than the efficient purposive call of Mr. Caius Carus 
which, as I have said, was made just before I came away ? Straight he came into the service 
from his university, where he might have been Fellow had he not preferred public work; 
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THE “ ROME” BOOKS 


By ALBERT G. MACKINNON, M.A., D.D. 


THE ROME OF 
THE MEDIEVAL 
CHURCH 


With twelve photogravure illustrations. 

This book is a frank and illu- 
minating picture of Rome under 
the rule of Gregory, Augustine, 
Constantine, Leo, Charlemagne the 
Great and other famous and 
infamous Papal and historical char- 
acters of the Dark Ages. 

All the important happenings in 


THE ROME OF 
ST. PAUL 


With twelve photogravure plates. 

“ The book has a graphic quality, 
and it will certainly appeal strongly 
to all those who share the author’s 
point of view.”-——Church Quarterly 
Review. 

“In this enthralling volume with 
its many beautifully illustrated 


THE ROME OF 
THE EARLY 
CHURCH 


With twelve photogravure illustrations. 

This volume is designed to give 
the general reader an account of 
the origin and spread of the Chris- 
tian Faith in Rome during the first 
three centuries. The manner in 
which Christianity came to Rome 
is described, and the steps by which 
Rome attained to a position of 


pages which hold one spellbound, 
Dr. Macki , using inf and 
imagination to ‘fill in details, tells of 
Rome as it was in the first century.” 
—The Scotsman. 


the history of Rome are here re- 
and discussed, from the 
fourth century a.p. up to the 
invasion by the Moslems in a.p. 876. 
‘His vivacity and keen sense 


of the human values of his a. verve, interest and even humour 
make his chapters eas 


that the whole book is most 
—The Times caoey! each 7s. 6d. net enjoyable.”— The British Weekly. 


EACH WORK IS A STANDARD BOOK OF REFERENCE AND 
CAN BE THOROUGHLY RECOMMENDED TO LIBRARIANS 


The Lutterworth Press 4 Bouverie Street, London, E.C.4 


supremacy in the Church are traced. 
“This is an as ag delightful 

k Mackinnon is 
unhackneyed, ran writes with 
such fullness of knowledge, such 


IF IT’S BINDING-— 


You will like Riley’s new quarter Niger style, with STIPPLEX 
(Rexine) sides, as much for its freshness and originality, as for its 
durability and resistance to dirt. Samples gladly sent free on 
request. 


IF IT’S BOOKS-— 


You will find Riley’s REINFORCING the simpler and more 
economical method of book-purchase, especially with our new 
lacquer on the covers. It cuts down your rebinding bills. 


B. RILEY & CO. LTD. 


BOOKBINDERS & BOOKSELLERS 
366 LEEDS ROAD, HUDDERSFIELD, 
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untrammelled by any traditions of the librarianship we know, and so able to assess all the works 
of our hands with that freshness of mind which is the enviable possession of the Whitehall 
chief to-day. He is as a matter of course cultivated, a very gentleman, and he examines my 
24-hour reports with wise rapidity, checks the health record of my Staff, hears my feeble 
complaints with sympathy ; and looks at the order of my shelves to admire the way in which 
I carry out the Code instructions (Cd. 0258) thereupon. You see, nowadays, everything 
is so perfectly ordered : there is no book that authority can criticize seeing that itself chooses 
them all, no member of staff to be assessed since that was all done by the Board’s own 
examiners before they were sent to me, no question of salaries or pensions to argue since the 
Schedule (Cd. 3267) has fixed all that. All we have to do is to supply efficient service, to do 
all we can for the readers who come. 


LetsuRE OCCUPATION. 


With such a life, of course we have many more hours to devote to our own develop- 
ment and to the care of our readers. Our shortened hours are the complement of our shorter 
holidays. At two years’ service we get 21 working days, and these increase at every two-year 
unit until the maximum of 72 working days is given to those on the edge of 55, when we 
retire. As you see, and will remember, I was young when the great change came, but I can 
still recall you, my silver-haired and venerable friend, as working in those hard far-off days, 
a chief while I was yet a junior. Few of my contemporaries remember, and I am almost 
the last who worked a year before the First World War. To-day my contemporaries, 
Callender, Gardner, Hewitt, Martin and Clulow, amongst others, are grey-templed chiefs 
who try to keep in their juniors a due respec for their increasing silver hairs. They will 
not succeed, of course; but then they live in a finer, a more controlled, a reasonably dis- 
ciplined world, undreamt of in their own salad days. It is good to be a librarian to-day, and 
requires no individual mental effort. 

READERS ? 

You ask about readers? It used to be said that libraries existed for the readers. I 
expec there is a kernel of truth in this as in all exaggerations. Say rather the libraries exist 
for the State and it is the duty of the reader to accept with loyal gratitude that which the State 
provides. All else is barbarity surviving from an era, half-civilized, happily defun&. Heil ! 

Astntus SECUNDUS. 


[We do not bold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of“ LerreRs ON OuR AFFAIRS.” 
—Editor, THe Lrsrary Wor p.] 


The Manchester Conference Library Association Exhibition. 


Mucx thought and care on the part of the Library Association and a good deal of expense 
on the part of the exhibitors, go to the making of the Conference Exhibition, which was 
as bright and interesting this year as ever it has been before. The scene at the School of 
Technology, looking down from the stairs into the entrance hall, where most of the exhibitors 
had their stands, will not easily be forgotten. All the usual exhibitors were present as well 
as some new ones, and the standard of artistic arrangement of the stalls, even among those 
whose stands were in the passages on the upper floors, was very high. 

Though the arrangement was in many ways admirable, it was perhaps a little too much 
of a oom thing for the librarians to have to pass through the exhibition every time they 
attended le€tures or meetings, for by so doing the novelty wore off before they really had time 


to examine the various stands. When they did have a moment to spare they no doubt felt 
that they had seen it all before. 

- Conferences are far too full to allow of adequate examination, and the exhibitor mus 
often feel that he is forcing his attention on librarians, who are too busy to appreciate them. 
A definite exhibition morning, following an official opening ceremony, might be worth a 
trial from both sides. ™ 


LIBRARIANS, TAKE NOTE OF THESE BOOKS!! 
To be Published in the Autumn. 


MEXICAN ADVENTURE GYPSY IN EVENING DRESS 
Lionel Oliver. 7s. 6d. William J. Makin 7s. 6d. 


DESERT PATROL THE CAMERON MYSTERY 
Leslie Webster. 3s. 6d. Carl Talbot 7s. 6d. 


DIAMOND MOUNTAIN THE BUDAPEST PARADE MURDERS 
Tempest Keeping. 3s. 6d. Van Wyck Mason. 7s. 6d. 


THE L’ESTRANGE CASE MURDERS IN THE MORTUARY 
John Bentley 7s. 6d. Austin Stone 


RICHARDSON GOES ABROAD WILFUL MURDER (15 True Trials) 
Sir Basil Thomson. 7s. 6d. Guy B. H. Logan 


THE WHITE BADGER MIDSUMMER MADNESS 
Carl Talbot. 7s. 6d. Edward Fripp. 


Eldon Press, 66 Curzon Street, Mayfair, W.| 


CONSTRUCTORS’ 
“INFINITY” 
Steel Library Shelving 


The only Library Shelving 
with infinitely variable 


ROLLER ADJUSTMENT 


JUST ASK FOR CATALOGUE 601W | 
Constructors Ltd., Erdington, Birmingham | 
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Personal News 


Mr. James Ross, City Librarian, Bristol, 
has been appointed by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation to the Western Area 
Council for Broadcast Adult Education. 

Mr. Basil H. Smith, Diploma, Library 
Association, Senior Assistant, Ipswich Public 
Libraries, to be Senior Assistant, Norwich 
Public Libraries. 


Library Topics 
[The Editor of Tue Lusrary Worip would be if 

Librarians would furnish Topics of Professional Interest 

relating to their Libraries for insertion in these columns 

Matter should reach the Editorial Offices not later than the 

firit of each month.) 

ALTRINCHAM. — The John Newton 
Public Art Gallery presents during O@ober 
and November an exhibition of work by 31 
local artists. The Chief Librarian and Curator, 
Mr. W. G. Bosworth, F.R.S.A., F.S.A.(Scot.), 
has issued a dainty list of the 89 exhibits. 
Altrincham must be congratulated on this 
display of local talent. A new gallery with 
the latest type of ceiling-lighting is in course 
of ereétion where still more ambitious exhibi- 
tions may have a place next year. Prior to this 
exhibition there was a display of Flower 
Studies, Landscapes and Sketches by E. Hartley 
Mooney, numbering 66 studies. 

BURNLEY.—The current number of the 
library Journal contains a long illustrated 
article on “‘ Books I can’t read,” by Robert 
Lynd, as well as illustrated reviews of new 
books and the usual list of recent additions. 

BURTON-UPON-TRENT.—More serious 
books are being read by the inhabitants of 
Burton. This, and other faéts of interest, 
are noted in the current number of the Burton 
Bulletin which also contains an article on the 
music of the Israelites as well as the usual features 

EAST HAM.—The statistical abstra&s from 
reports on the work of the Public Libraries 
shows that they have had a most successful 
year in all branches of their activities. 

HENDON.—The newly opened Golders 
Green Branch Library is the subje& of a 
leaflet issued by the Hendon Public Libraries. 
The September number of The Magic Casement, 
which they issue for their younger readers, 
contains an article on Peter Pan and notes on 
“ Books to Read Next.” 


ISLINGTON.—In the opinion of the 
committee it would be a convenience to 
readers, especially those who reside some 
distance from their particular library, to be 
able to take out two works of fidtion at the 
time of borrowing a non-fiGtional work. The 
committee therefore have decided to grant to 
each borrower, on application, an extra ticket 
for the borrowing of works of fiétion. The 
committee have inaugurated a scheme for the 
supply of books to the schools in the borough, 
fifty departments receiving boxes of books 
varying from twenty-five to fifty volumes. The 
boxes will be changed three times a year, 
giving each school a fresh supply of books 
each term. The committee feel that whilst it 
is very desirable that children should be 
encouraged to form the library habit, it is also 
true that many of the schools are considerable 
distances from the libraries and the libraries 
from the homes of the children. The scheme 
is therefore an endeavour to utilize the facilities 
and the accommodation offered by the schools 
to supply the children with the books they 
require. School visits are being revived. 
Upwards of a thousand “ school leavers ”’ are 
receiving instruction in the use of the libraries 
during the year. 


LEEDS, noted now for its forward activities, 
its fine guide to readers, its Chimney Corner 
for children, and its liberality in serving the 
public (six books at a time). The Chimney 
Corner tor September contains an article on 
Angela Brazil. Another of the Leeds publica- 
tions for September is a list of books embracing 
both the praétical and historical side of munict- 
pal activities. It commemorates the centenary 
of the passing of the Municipal Corporation 
A& of 1835 since which date enormous devel- 
opments have taken place. 


STALYBRIDGE.—A Local Government 
Centenary Exhibition of Documents, Por 
traits, etc., was held during September at the 
Astley Cheetham Public Libraries and Art 
Gallery to illustrate the history and develop- 
ment of Local Government since the passing 
of the Municipal Corporation A& of 1835. 


SWINTON AND PENDLEBURY.—W. 
Riley, the well-known author, contributes an 
article to the current number of the Buw/l/etin 
and the Librarian writes interestingly on 
“ Public Libraries and a Changing World.” 
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BOOTS BOOK-LOVERS’ LIBRARY 
“THE LIBRARIANS’ OPPORTUNITY” 


SPECIAL TERMS AND FACILITIES AFFORDED TO ALL PUBLIC 
AND COUNTY LIBRARIES 


LARGE SURPLUS STOCKS ALWAYS ON HAND—HUNDREDS 
OF VOLUMES EMINENTLY SUITABLE FOR PUBLIC AND COUNTY 
LIBRARY USE—NOVELS BY LEADING AUTHORS AND THE MORE 
IMPORTANT WORKS OF A GENERAL INTEREST NOW AVAILABLE 


BEST ATTENTION TO LIBRARY BOOK LISTS—ALWAYS 
TERMS: UNRIVALLED 


BOOTS BOOK-LOVERS’. LIBRARY 


<SECOND-HAND DEPARTMENT) 


CORNWALL ROAD 
STAMFORD STREET 
LONDON S.E.1 


m—— BOOKS FOR EVERY LIBRARY —— 


THE KING AND ! John J. Nelson 
A stirring and enthralling story of Cheshire. 7/6 net 
INTER ALIA 
A splendid collection of poems—fully illustrated. Royal quarto. 7/6 net 
LITTLE WHITE BOATS M. B. Boreham 
Poems of a high order, and of various subjects. 3/6 net 
RED BELLAMYS William § 
(By the author of “ Denise of the Gables,” “‘ Lonely Lady Sybil,” ete.). Splendidly absorbing story 2/6 net 
LONELY LADY SYBIL William Shepperley 
Intriguing mystery story—with well sustained interest. 2/6 net 
DOUBLE BLUFF R. H. Glark 
Australian Bush stories ; action and adventure. 2/6 net 
UNBIASED VIEWS ON CANCER Dr. G. E. A. Thomas 
Exhaustive treatise on this disease. Enlightening. 3/6 net 
YOUR ANIMALS AWAIT YOU White Arrow 
An illustrated work on the survival of animals. Convincing. 2/6 net 
MY LADY, and other Poems. William Pirtle Herod 
Selection of rhythmic, tuneful and commended poems. 2/- net 
UBERO THE ROBOT Ww. M. F. 
Fully illustrated book of poems introducing Ubero, a most intriguing character. 1/6 net 
THE PILGRIM’S PROGRESS . G. W. Taylor 
Dramatic version in 24 scenes, from Bunyan’s classic. 1/- net 
AND THE WORLD WENT ON D. L. Gregory 
Poems on diverse subjects, and all of appeal to poetry-lovers. 1/- net 


Current catalogue on application. Books may be ordered of any bookseller or library. 
The Publishers invite MSS. for publication. Advice free. 


tt London: ARTHUR H. STOCKWELL Ltd., 29 Ludgate Hill, E.C.4 mmm 
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Notes on Lectures 


BRISTOL.—The winter series of lectures 
Starting on Oétober 18th includes one on 
Thomas Chatterton, the poet of the town, and 
another on a Zeppelin journey to Rio, illus- 
trated by lantern slides. 

BURNLEY.—The subjeéts in the series of 
le€tures arranged for the Central Library 
include ‘‘ Glorious Dovedale” and “Art and 
the Camera.” 

EAST HAM.—Le@ures on “ Cyprus ” and 
“ The Old Inns of England ” are to be given 
amongst others at the Central Library. The 
branch libraries have also arranged series of 
le&tures for the 1935-6 season. 

HENDON.—Children and grown-ups are 
both catered for by the series of letures 
arranged to take place throughout the winter 
season. 

LEEDS has now arranged for a series of 
authoritative le€tures on ‘‘ Tendencies,” in 
which Miss Edith Sitwell is to deal with 

try, Mr. James Agate with drama, and 

r. Arthur Bryant with biography. Thus we 
have exemplified at very short notice the 
argument of Professor Laski at Manchester 
that a public library should arrange at intervals 
lectures on important subjeés by acknow- 
ledged masters. 

SHEFFIELD.—The R. H. Minshall Memo- 
rial Le&ture for this year is to be given by Mr. 
Holbrook Jackson, who has chosen as _ his 
subje& “‘ The Reader as Artist.” 


Library Reports 
By Hersert C. SAWTELLE, 
Bermondsey Public Libraries. 
KINGSTON - UPON - THAMES Public Library, 
Museum and Art Gallery.—Annual Report 
for 1934-1935. Librarian and Curator, 
Harry Cross, F.L.A. Population, 39,055. 
Rate, 1.86d. Income from Rate, £3,327. 
Stock : Lending, 23,756; Reference, 4,662. 
Additions, 3,123; Withdrawals, 3,588. 
Issues: Lending, 196,431; Children’s Lib- 
rary, 25,563; Reference, 53;528. Borrowers, 
8,264; extra tickets, 3,595. - 

In the chairman’s foreword to the above report he 
says: “ The increase in the number of circulating 
libraries, in the borough, as elsewhere, has not 
diminished the call on the Public Library service, but 


appears to have brought about a greater use of non- 
fiction books by borrowers.” It would be interesting 


to know how this conclusion is arrived at, and if there 
is any actual evidence of it having taken place. Many 
libraries report increased non-fiction issues, but do not 
attribute the faét to the twopenny libraries. The 
returns for the year show an increase in the total circu- 
lation and a much wider use of the reference depart- 
ment. The growing need for a small branch library 
in the new housing distri@ of Ham is brought to the 
notice of the committee. The last of the Carnegie 

Book grant was received during the year. The Museum 

continues its popularity and att Overt 9,000 visitors 

last year. 

Lutron Public Libraries.—Librarian’s Report 
for the year ending March 31$t, 1935. 
Librarian, Maud FE. Griffiths. Population 
(estimated), 80,332. Stock: Lending, 
28,845; Junior, 9,518; Reference, 3,721. 
Additions, 2,873. Issues: Lending, 
202,325; Junior, 62,998 ; Branches, 42,963; 
Reference, 18,229. Borrowers’ tickets in 


force, 28,253. Branches, 2. 

Much satisfaction is felt at the sustained increase 
in the use of the Central ering Sprene, where the 
issues were much larger than year before, and 
would have been even greater had not the department 
been closed for a week for re-decoration. The con- 
gestion here continues to be a matter of great concern, 
and it is hoped that an extension will be carried out at 
the earliest possible opportunity. Extra shelving has 
been provided at the Lee Ward Library, which con- 
tinues to maintain its popularity. The Bute Hospital 
Library Service has now become a permanent institu- 
tion and is much appreciated; 2,647 books were 
issued there during the year. The Library is now 
linked up with the South Eastern Regional Library 
Bureau. 

NortinGHAM Public Libraries and Museum.— 
Annual Report, 1934-1935. City Librarian, 
Duncan Gray, F.L.A. Population, 283,030. 
Stock (eStimated): Lending, 50,000; Ref- 
erence, 60,000; Branches, 100,000. Addi- 
tions, 6,000. Recorded issues, 846,902; 
eStimated issues in School Libraries, Read- 
ing Hall and Reading Rooms, 268,086. 
Borrowers, 25,151. Branches, 7. 

The committee record with deep regret the death 
of Mr. Walter A. Briscoe, who su his father 
in 1916 as City Librarian. The use made of the libraries 
during the year under review, though subStantial, is 
not quite up to that of the year previous, and it is 
obvious from the reports of the librarians-in-charge 
that the cause of this is an insufficient supply of books. 
The committee have considered the question, with the 
result that each library will receive subStantial additions 
to the book Stock during the — pe. The 
expenditure on newspapers and period is to be 
cut, and much larger amounts to be spent on books 
and binding. Closer contaé with the local schools 
is to be developed in the near future. Work on the 
re-arrangement of the Museum is Still we go and 
during the year the visitors’ attendance 120,875. 


THE LIBRARY WORLD 
NOW READY 
SUBJECT INDEX 
BOOKS 
Published up to and including 1880 9 
| Second Series 2 
| BY = 
R. A. PEDDIE 
“PLACE NAMES IN IMPRINTS,” ‘RAILWAY LITERATURE, 1556-1830,” 
FIFTEENTH CENTURY BOOKS,” “ NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHIES, ETC., ETC. 
| With the First Series, which was issued in 1933, the a 
Index now contains references to 100,000 books and 


the two volumes are linked together by a system of 
cross-references which render them perfectly easy to 
handle. The Subject Index is on exactly similar lines 
to the British Museum Subject Index, but deals with 
the earlier period prior to 1881, the date of the 
. commencement of the British Museum work. 


ROYAL 8vo. CLOTH, LEATHER BACK pp. xvi. 858 
UNIFORM WITH FIRST SERIES 


Price £10 10s. Od. net. ea. 


7 GRAFTON & CO. 
: Coptic House, 51 Great Russell St., London, W.C.1 
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Rocupae Public Libraries, Art Gallery and 
Museum. — 64th Annual Report. Chief 
Librarian and Curator, C. Stott. Population, 
95,590. Rate, 3.5;2d. Income from Rate, 
£5,876. Stock: Lending, 60,694; Ref- 
erence, 17,734. Additions, 8,764. With- 
drawals, 11,077. Issues : Lending, 556,949 ; 
Reference, 7,020; open shelves, 21,780. 
Borrowers, 23,074; extra tickets, 3,660. 
Branches, 4. Distributing Stations, 5. 

Considerable aétivity and many changes have 
characterized the year’s work. The recently extended 
and remodelled Central Library has been greatly 

6 gpm as may be judged by the big increase in 

circulation from the lending department. The 
total issue from all departments was 21,064 above that 
of the year previous. The extra privilege to borrowers 
during the holiday months resulted in an issue of over 

10,000. A portion of the Reference library has been 

transferred to Balderstone Hall, but a service is operative 

from the Central Library. Five school libraries have 

been eStablished. Seétional Catalogue No. VIIL., 

comprising Biography, was published during the 

year. The contents oft the Museum, for which a guide 
is shortly being published, have been rearranged. 

Visitors there during the year numbered 123,485. 

West Ham Public Libraries.—Report of the 
Chief Librarian for the year ending March 
318t, 1935. Chief Librarian, Donald 
McDougall, F.L.A. Population, 290,000. 
Rate, 2.73d. Income from Rate, £16,267. 
Stock: Lending, 97,126; Reference, 
38,804. Additions, 7,309. Withdrawals, 
9,027. Issues: Lending, 824,474; Refer- 
ence, 74,560. Borrowers, 36,140. Branches, 3. 

Mr. McDougall in his introduétion to this Re 
draws attention to the decline in the circulation from 
the libraries, and points out a number of causes. Among 
the reasons, he says, is the craze for sex novels, usually 

taboo in public libraries, which are so easily o 

from the commercial libraries. But it is thought that 

the influence of the twopenny library will ultimately 

result in the furthering of the interest in the public 
library. “ If the commercial libraries make real readers, 
these readers will gravitate to the Public Library for 
the wider and better stock of books which should be 
available there.” ‘The past year has seen in the libraries 

a continuation of the work of re-organization and the 

completion of the details of centralisation. The 

administrative work has been entirely centralised, but 
the selection of books remains very largely in the 
hands of the branch librarians. The Central Reference 

Library and the Children’s Reading Room were 

reopened after having been remodelled and refurnished. 

The Canning Town Library has also been reorganized, 

and, as at the Central Library, the new innovations 

have been greatly appreciated. ‘The development of the 
library system at Silvertown has again been postponed 
for another year, and the temporary evening libraries 
are Still to operate. The issue of special Music 
tickets on payment has been abolished, and musical 
works may now be borrowed in the ordinary manner. 
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The Librarians’ Guide 


By Frep Bartow. 

Or all the many lists of books published in 
various ways this guide to New Editions is 
perhaps unique. Its purpose is not only to 
bring together each month the titles of books 
recently revised, but to show to what degree, 
if any, these books have been changed. This 
information is not readily to be found else- 
where. 


Brame (J. S. S.) and Kine (J. G.) Fuel: solid, 
liquid and gaseous. Ed. 4. 1935. Arnold. 25s. 

First published 1914 and revised in 1917 and 1924. 
Since the last edition there have been substantial and 
novel developments in this subje& and a very com ms 
revision was to cover adequately ~ 
amount of research work that has been 
genation of coal, fuel for “ Diesel” engines, Co 
gas, recording gas calorimeters are among the subjects 
that have necessitated much new material. 

Compron (A. H.) and (A. H.) 
X-Rays in Theory and Experiment. 1935. 
Macmillan. 31s. 6d. 

This is nominally a revision of Compton’s <Res 

and Electrons published in 1926. So rapidly has 

subje& developed that attempts to revise could not 

keep pace with the mass of new information and the 

co-operation of Professor Allison was enlisted in the 
predation of what is virtually a new book. 
ERNS (J. L.) Meter Engineering. Ed. 2. 
1935. Pitman. tos. 6d. 

Several seétions have been recast and the new 
material makes the edition some 50 pages larger than 
that of 1932. Among the sections revised are those 
dealing with meter bearings, special meters, and the 
theory and testing of instrument transformers. 
Hanne (Alfred) Petrology for Students, 

Ed. 7. 1935. C.U.P. 8s. 6d. 

Originally published in 1895. The present revision 
is somewhat «fare than the sixth edition of 1923. 
Hrit (Sir Leonard) Manual of Human Physi- 

ology. Ed. 4. 1935. Arnold. 6s. 6d. 

This elementary manual was first published in 1899 
and last revised in 1931. The present revision consists 
chiefly of an additional rey ol on Reproduétion 
written in a style eminently in keeping with the rest of 
the volume. 

Ho.pswortH (W. A.) The Law of Landlord 
and Tenant, ed. by E. A. Jessel. Ed. 4g. 


Routledge. 3s. 6d. 
Embodies all the on in legislation since the 
last revision thirty years 
Roscoe (E. S$.) Packinghemshive. Ed. 6., 
revised by R. L. P. Jowitt and E. C. Rouse. 
1935. Methuen. 6s. 
The present revision contains many of the ori 
author’s notes made before his death. There has 
a considerable amount of revision of detail and the 
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Revista de Occidente 


AVENIDA DE PI Y MARGAL, No. 7 
MADRID (ESPAGNE) 


Dans le prochain numéro paraitra le texte complet de la 
conférence donnée par M. Jose Orreca y Gasser sur “ La 
Mission pu 4 Il’acte d’inauguration du 
Congrés International des Bibliothéques et de Bibliographic 
célebré 4 Madrid le mois de Mai dernier. 


ConpiTions DE SOUSCRIPTION 
Priz de éxemplaire 
Espagne - - - 3,50 pts. Etranger - ~- 4.25 pts. 
Prix de souscription 
Espagne Etranger 
Semestre- - - 18, pts. Semestre - - 23, pts. 
Année - - - - 34 pts. Année - - - 42, pts. 


Liste d’ouvrages de M. Jose OrteGa y Gasser 
publiés par la “ Revista pe Occipents” 


El nums, I, Il, y IIL, 4a édition 
La umanizacién del Arte 


LasAtlantidas - - - - - 
Espiritu dela Letra - 
Mirabeau o el Politico - - 
Espafia Invertebrada, 4a édition, reliée 
El tema de nuestro tiempo, aa édition 


Kant 
La Rebelign de las Masas, Sa édition 
Misién de la 

Goethe desde dentro 

El Espectador IV, V, VI, vil, VIII 


SNEAD LIBRARY 
SYSTEM 


BOOKSTACKS, SHELVING, BOOK 
TRANSPORT, ILLUMINATION, AIR 
CONDITIONING AND GENERAL 
STACK AND LIBRARY PLANNING 


Some recent installations 
Manchester Central Library 
The London School of Economics 
The Educational Library of the London 
County Hall 
The Rare Book Library, Guildhall, London 
The Radcliffe Science Library, Oxford 
The of the Institute of 
British Architects, London 
The Manchester University Library 


Address enquiries to : 


LUXFER LIMITED 


16 Hill Street, Finsbury 
LONDON, E.C.2 


ENGLISH 
COUNTRY 


Edited by 
H. J. MASSINGHAM. 
ibutions by 
H. E. Bates 
ADRIAN BELL 
Epmunpb BLUNDEN 
Ivor Brown 
COLLIER 
. H. Davies 
E. W. Henpy 
H. J. MassIncHAM 
R. H. Motrram 
R. RoBERTs 
V. SACKVILLE-WEsT 
_ A. G. StREET 
Str THOMAS 
H. W. Timper_ey 
Hucu WaALpoLe 


15 Double-page plates. 7/6 net 


Prospectuses from 
WISHART BOOKS LTD. 
9 John Street W.C.2 


SCOTTISH 
COUNTRY 


G. SCOTT MONCRIEFF. 
Contributions by 

. R. ALLAN 

ERNARD FERGUSSON 
Nem Gunn 
Eric LINKLATER 
Fionn MacCoira 
MacDrarmip 
Hector MacIver 
W. Mackay MACKENZIE 
Moray MACLAREN 
Ian MACPHERSON 
G. Scott MoNncRIEFF 
CAMPBELL NAIRNE 
Cottn WALKINSHAW 
J. H. Wuyte 


16 Double-page plates. 
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sections dealing with architecture and antiquities have 

been largely rewritten. 

Smirn (C. J.) Intermediate Physics. Fd. 2. 
1935. Arnold. 16s. 

This edition is some 250 pages larger than the 
first edition of 1932, and this new matter ts largely due 
to greater detail in the more elementary parts of the 
subje& as well as amplification throughout. The 
chapter on electricity and magnetism has been re- 
written. 

THe STANDARD METHOD OF MEASUREMENT 
or Bumping Works. Ed. 3. 1935. 
Chartered Surveyor’s Inst. 7s. 6d. 

First issued in 1922 and revised in 1927. Further 
revisions in various trades have necessitated a thi 
edition which is now the standard method of measure- 
ment referred to in the R.I.B.A. (1931) Form of 
Contraé. 

THompson (Henry) Elementary Veterinary 
Science. Ed. 5, revised by A. C. Duncan. 
1935. Bailliere. 1os. 6d. 

Originally published in 1895 as “ Veterinary 
Le@ures ” now revised for the first time since the 
author’s death ten years ago. There has been con- 
siderable alteration of detail and some new matter, 
including a short chapter on Poultry Diseases, has 
been added. There are sev new illustrations. 
TrautrscHotp (R.) Standard Gear Book. 

1935. McGraw Hill. 18s. 

This is the successor of Logue’s American Machinift 
Gear Book revised in a later edition by Logue and 
Trautschold. The present volume has been almost 
entirely rewritten. 


Reviews 


Report ON THE Municrpar Liprary System 
OF LONDON AND THE HoME COUNTIES, 1934. 
(Library Association: London and 
Home Counties Branch, 1935.) 

This report, the third of a quinquennial 
series, includes information on 110 authorities 
of all kinds, including ten county library 
systems, despite the narrower title of the 
report. There are eleven sections dealing 
with constitution and finance, Staff, stock, 
readers and circulation, open access (chiefly 
losses and prosecutions), hours of service, 
children’s libraries, hospital libraries, exten- 
sion work, other information and county 
libraries. Each seétion is dealt with by a 
separate editor, one of these, Mr. Stewart, 
aéting as General Editor. The report is based 
on a questionnaire very similar to that recently 
circulated by the Library Association. It 
would seem a pity, I think, to most librarians 
that it was found necessary to issue two 
questionnaires. The number of these has 


increased, is increasing and ought to be 
diminished. 

Taken as a whole, the progress reported 
since 1929 is certainly impressive. Increases 
of 13.6 per cent. in population served and 52 
per cent. in annual issues indicate the improve- 
ment in usefulness. Book-stock has increased 
by 107 per cent. in the counties and 33.7 per 
cent. in the municipalities. This is, on the 
face of it, impressive too but some investiga- 
tion as to the proportions of quick and dead 
is necessary before coming to any conclusion. 
The number of books weeded out during the 
1933-4 period is nearly 300,000. I wonder 
how many it ought to have been. 

Ninety-five authorities administer 231 library 
buildings, 17 delivery stations and a travelling 
van. The average rate levied is now a fraétion 
over 2d. It is interesting to note that nearly 
7 per cent. of income is derived from other 
sources. Considerable sums appear to have 
been raised from hall-lettings, etc., but much 
of this is probably off-set by rate payments. 
It is a pity that some more detailed informa- 
tion on this last topic is not included. It 
would reveal some amazing discrepancies. 

The percentage of expenditure on books 
has barely increased since 1929 and there are 
decreases in salaries and periodicals of 1 per 
cent. each. As the latter means a fall from 
3-9 per cent. to 2.9 per cent. of total expendi- 
ture, it would appear that anti-newsroom 
propaganda is not without its repercussions. 
It is surely a euphemism to ascribe the library 
rate at St. Pancras to special local circumstances. 

It is revolting to note that five chief librarians 
are Still paid less than {200 per annum, while 
so hours a week are still worked in one system. 
Do these authorities employ navvies or is it 
merely the minds of the members of the local 
authority which are of the “ hole in the road ” 
variety and equally empty ? A few authorities 
have still to be yanked into the decencies of 
superannuation. Four libraries have yet to 
incur the risks involved in the adoption of 

m-access. This is unfortunate for the 
minds of the readers and the legs of the staff 
(it would appear that booking office clerks 
with a passion for hiking would make useful 
assistants). There is, of course, the com- 
pensating advantage that students of library 
history can study the past at first hand. Kentish 
assistants are particularly fortunate. 
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BOOK AUCTION RECORDS 


A PRICED AND ANNOTATED QUARTERLY 
RECORD OF LONDON, EDINBURGH, 
GLASGOW AND DUBLIN 
BOOK AUCTIONS 


The indispensable Guide to the Current Values of Old Books, each volume giving 14,000 quotations approx. 


SUBSCRIPTION 30/- NET PER ANNUM, POST FREE 
Either in 4 Quarterly Parts, or as a cloth bound Annual Volume 


Bound Vol 32 in the Press for Publication early in December 
THE THIRD GENERAL INDEX, covering Vols 21-30, now ready 
Price £5 55. net. 


Appty FOR PROsPECTUS TO— 


HENRY STEVENS, SON & STILES 


(sole Proprietors and Publishers) 
39 GREAT RUSSELL STREET (Museum 0843) LONDON, W.C.1 


WASTELL’S THE 
EDUCATIONAL CONQUEST 


SUPPLY SERVICE OF DEATH 


AN IMMINENT STEP 
IN EVOLUTION 


Juvenile Specialists Annie C. Bill 
Price 12s. 
Published by 
London N.17 A.A. BEAUCHAMP 


It VICTORIA COLONNADE 
Telephone : Tottenham 3354 (Two Lines) SOUTHAMPTON ROW, W.C. 1 
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NO NEED TO USE EARS TO HEAR 
WITH “BONADENTE” BONE CONDUCTION 


Really Better Hearing for Church, Conversation, 
Home, Talkies, Meetings, Shopping and street 
safety! No need to use ears to hear by this 
method, the very latest invention of bone con- 
duction. “ BONADENTE” is perfection. En- 
tirely different from all else and combining 
amplification with amazing true-to-tone results— 
“ BONADENTE ™ means that there is nothing to 
be worn in the Ear orifice and is really incon- 
spicuous. No matter what is the cause of your 
deaf cases idered hopeless are now 
benefitting (so-called “ Stone Deafness). This is 
the complete answer to your needs whatever you 
have tried or are using. Even if the drums are 
perforated or removed, bone conduction means 
that you hear by bone contact—no need to use 
your ears at all. 


CALL, Write or ‘Phone for FREE TEST 
309, OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.1 


(Coloured building & 
square clock) 
Mayfaw 1380/1718 


Birmingham, Bristol 
Cardiff, Exeter : : 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, 
Hull, Leeds, 
Leicester, Liverpool, 
Manchester : 
Newcastle 


Sixty-seven library systems (52 in 1929) have 
separate children’s departments but only 26 
of these (15 in 1929) have special staff. Nine 
libraries make no provision whatsoever for 
children. There are children’s libraries and 
children’s corners in the area which deserve 
nothing better than the attentions of those 
interested in the remunerative possibilities of 
fire insurance, but can there still be nine foolish 
virgins ? 

There is some promising extension work 
going on but the development in co-operation 
with adult education is disappointing. It may 
well be that a greyhound, cinema and news- 
paper sodden public would respond more 
readily to a persistent 

Use Your Pusric Lisrary 
campaign than to any other form of extension 
work. Repetitive persuasion assists the public 
to sele& their food, drink and toilet equip- 
ment. Why not push in the library ? United 
we Stand, divided we fall. : 

The appendix, giving a subjeé list of special 
colleétions, is helpful, but it is a little difficult 
to understand, for example, why Barking, 
Chelmsford, Colchester, Enfield, Ilford, Leyton, 


Southend, Stoke Newington, Walthamstow, 
East Ham, West Ham, Old Uncle Tom Cobley 
and all, need Essex colle&tions when there are 
so many other subje&s of local funétional 
interest which are not represented. There 
can be little doubt that national planning of 
Stock in the future will depend partly on 
local specialization. Hence undue concentra- 
tion on a limited number of subjeéts is wasteful. 
There appears to be no special collection on 
Chemistry north of the Thames. Surely 
specialization in this subje& would be a more 
useful activity for one of these authorities ? 
This is as useful a report as any based on 
the questionnaire can well be. While it shows 
broad general similarities over the whole area 
the many differences in important detail offer 
much powder and shot for those librarians 
who place their faith in some harmonious 
modification of control. W. A. MunForp, 


FIELDFARING. By Stanley Snaith.* 

Readers of THe Lisrary Wortp know that 
my own admiration for the poetry of Snaith 
is very great, and the appearance of his 
Fieldfaring, in the list of a great publishing 
house, is another assurance that my estimate 
of his qualities is not entirely wrong. This 
will bring him, I trust, the public he deserves 
and needs, and will bring him nearer to the 
inevitable colle&ed volume. He calls the 
lyrics and monologues in the little sheaf of 
twenty-three poems, in its introduétory lyric 
“ foundlings of wind.” But the wind may 
be the breath of life. The poem which opens 
the volume is as good as any to quote. In 
this, Thaw, we meet with :— 

Among the trees at the farm’s edge the thaw 

Was a movement, a stealth, a ghostly labour, 

And when I clapped the gate [rom the yard I found 
WwW rom 

The co; loosed of re and bathed in light, 

And of echo of water. 

This demonstrates the quality of his minia- 
ture work, the power to observe, seize and 
express the common thing in a manner which 
is individual and beautiful. Is this not good, 
too, 
The silence where the tarn lay still and lone 
Holding the sky between two grassy boulders, 
in its simple rightness ? I should like to quote 
from “ Winter Bird,”another exaétly-realized 


* The Centaur Poets. Thomas Nelson and Sons, 
Ltd. 2s. 6d. 
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little miniature, or ‘“ The Fells.” All I need 
say, however, that for the lover of poetry 
and of the open air, and especially of the Fell 
country of Lakeland, here is a companion 
volume to North which they will be glad to 
own. W.C.B.S. 


Book-Selection Guide 


A DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF BOOKS OF 
DEFINITE INTEREST TO LIBRARIANS. 


PROFESSIONAL LITERATURE. 


INTERNATIONALER JAHRESBERICHT Der B1B- 
LIOGRAPHIE. The Year’s Work in Biblio- 
raphy, Herausgegeben, von Dr. Joris 
orstius, Fiinfter Jahrgang 1934, Leipzig, 
Harrassowitz, M. 5. 

For the sth year in succession we have this exceed- 
ingly valuable resumé of the bibliographical work 
turned out during the past year. ified under 
General, National and Special Bibliography, the 
compiler gives us an annotated list under each heading 
together with the full titles and an index. 

A List oF Books PRINTED In CAMBRIDGE AT 
THE UNIVERSITY Press, 1521-1800. Cam- 
bridge University Press. 43s. 6d. net. 

This in its final form is the work of Mr. G. R. 
Barnes. It owes its o to a list prepared ’ 
Jenkinson, the University Libsotion. 
ParrorD (J. H. P.) Library Co-operation in 

Europe. Library Association. 21s. net. 


But, linked up by the system of co-operation with other 
Ubearies in ite ditch i& and beyond this, with regional 
and national organizations, it is able to supply the 
individual and knowledge-hungry reader with the 
books that are : 


London, the centre of national library 

co-operation in this country. 

REPERTOIRE DE BIBLIOGRAPHIE FRANCAISE, 
contenant tous les ouvrages imprimés en 
France et aux Colonies et les ouvrages 
Francais Publiés a L’Etranger 1501-1930, 
Fascicule 1. A-Acker, Paris, Librairie 
Letouzey et Ane, 1935. 60 frs. per pt. 

This first part of a new French bibli is 
to hand. It aims at i i all works potlished is 
France, 1501-1930, and all wor oe 
order adopted is that of the authors’ names and the 


FOYLES 


Booksellers to the World 


Customers say we 

are very good book- 

sellers—and the 

customer is always 
right. 


119-125 CHARING CROSS RD. 
LONDON, W.C.2 


Telephone: Gerrard 5660 (10 snes) 


first word of anonymous works. Societies are entered 

under their titles and the individual volumes of their 

transactions and i ate set out with their 
pagination, but not of course with their contents. 

The new Bibliography will be of great value in 
dealing with Fanch books sad will mage with the 
German Union Catalogue, the British Museum General 
Catalogue and the Sontag of the Bibliothéque 
Nationale in importance. 

REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS 
for the Fiscal Year ending June 30th, 1934. 
Washington, United States Government 
Printing Office. 

The progress of the Library of Congress is detailed 
in full in the Report for the year 1933-34. Every 
department gives an account of its accessions and its 
activities the result is to show that this great 
library is deserving well of the L psn and people 
of the United States. One of the special departments, 
the Union Catalogue, is reported on by its Dire€tor, Mr. 
G. Kletsch. The now contains 
fifteen million cards, which seems to place it as the 
greatest bibliographical colletion in existence. 

The general growth of the Library is well main- 
tained, the accessions of printed books and pamphlets 
being 172,000 for 1933-34, as against 156,000 for the 
previous yeat. The total contents of the Library (as 
regards Printed Books and Pamphlets) is now ¢Stimated 
as 4,805,000, 


og 
— 
(To members 15s. net). ett 
The individual library is often a very feeble thing pe 
and incapable of supplying from its own resources any ps 
out-of-the-way demand for specialized knowledge. ae 
; Mr. Pattord has in the volume before us outline - 
between libraries that exist in Europe. He speaks with i 
authority, as the Sub-Librarian of National Central 
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SONNENSCHEIN (William Swan) The Best 
Books. A Reader’s Guide and Reference 
Book. Third Edition, entirely rewritten. 
Part VI.: Inpex. Routledge. sos. net. 

This volume marks the completion of the third 
edition of the work known to moét librarians and 
readers as “‘ Sonnenschein’s Best Books,” and as one 
of the most useful inhabitants of the bibliographical 
shelves. The six parts contain nearly 4,000 pages, the 
index alone occupies 375 four-columned pages. An 
indispensable work in all libraries. 

Warv (Gilbert O.) Publicity for Public 
Libraries. Principles and Methods for 
Librarians, Library Assistants, Trustees, and 
Library Schools. znd Edition. Illus. 
New York, H. W. Wilson and Co. $2.40. 

“ Publicity for Public Libraries’ appeared first 
in 1925 when the subje& of making the public library 
known to the community through Outside advertising 
was seriously mooted. At that time there was no com- 

rehensive book on the subjeé, though in 1921 the late 
‘alter A. Briscoe had made an attempt to gather 
together certain faéts and material in his “ Library 

Advertising.” In 1927, Mr. Lionel Roy McColvin 

wrote a far better and more ambitous work entitled 

“ Library Extension Work and Publicity.” Since that 

date, however, great Strides have been made in the 

attempt to keep the Public Library in the public eye, 
and Mr. Ward has done well to bring his k thor- 
oughly up to date. The chief improvements in the 
new edition are a section entirely devoted to Radio, 
much new and additi matter on Display and 

Exhibits, and many other hints and suggestions of a 

valuable nature. Whilst some of these may appeal more 

particularly to librarians on the other side of the 

Atlantic, there is much information which should be 

useful in this country and the short bibliography at 

the end will be fo valuable for reference. 


GENERAL. 


ALEXANDER (Constance M.) A Modern Way- 
farer in Persia. Stockwell. 5s. net. 

A praétical account of a tour by motor car in 
Persia, with hints on where to go and how to get there. 
All those who are anxious to take a really unusual trip 
would do well to study this little book. 

Aupen (W. H.) and Garretrr (John) The 
Poet’s Tongue, an anthology of verse. 
Bell. 6s. net. 

A bumptious anthology of verse and worse, in 
which D. H. Lawrence is found sandwiched between 
a folk song and a sea shanty. The book derives little 
or nothing from its alphabetical arrangement but a 
very great deal from the vitality of the compilers, who 
have permitted a great many obscure and anonymous 
poems to be preserved, as well as much serious poetry 
which has as yet eluded the anthologists. : 
Bit (Annie C.) The Conquest of Death. 

An .Imminent Step in Evolution. New 
York, [London], Beauchamp. 12s. net. 
The author, using as a basis the works of 

Professor Raymond Pearl, of the Institute for Biological 


Research, Hopkins University, 
his book, Biolog, of Death,” and works, 
has advanced a Step t in attempting to prove 
that the elimination of death will be the next 
in the evolution of mankind. Her arguments will 
beyond the general run of readers, but for those who 
are prepared to follow her theories with attention this 
book should prove of interest. It is certainly a develop- 
ment on new lines and deserves special attention for 
that reason alone. The author believes that the new 
outlook on life which her work gives “ must be com- 
municable to the whole world consciousness.” 

Boorn (Mary Warburton) They That Sow. 
Illus. Pickering and Inglis. 3s. 6d. net. 

Cameos of missionary work in India, written in an 
arresting style which adds greatly to the effeé of these 
Stories. The hospital, the bazaar and the village are all 
fertile places where Miss Booth and her fellow workers 
have sown the seed of Christ’s word. 

BossHarp (Walter) Hazards of Asia’s High- 
lands and Deserts. Illus. Figurehead, 
5S. net. 

The author, who was the practical member of the 
Trinkler expedition to Central Asia, has here colleéted 
together the notes which he made on the journey. 
They form a simple but enthralling narrative of the 
events which happened and are illustrated by excellent 
photographs. 

Couuins (A. Frederick) How to Understand 
Eleétricity. Illus. Lippincott. 1os. 6d. net. 

This work calls to mind the old story of the 
Professor who asked his pupils the question, “ What is 
eleétricity?’’ One hand went up and its owner 
answered, “I used to know, sir, but I’ve forgotten.” 
“ Great heavens,” cried the professor, “ here is the 
only man who knows what eleétsicity is and he has 
forgotten.” Mr. Frederick Collins in this work has 
done his best to fill the lack of knowledge by explain- 
ing the nature and fundamentals of his subjeét, which 
he traces from its original sources. No one can afford 
to be without this useful handbook if he wishes to 
Study one of the most important and inexplicable 
sciences of modern days. 

Tue Connorsseur, September 1935. 25. net. 

This beautiful Early Autumn Number contains 
articles on “ The Artists of Japan” by Yone Noguchi, 
“ Sculpture at the Exhibition of Italian Art in Paris” 
by James G. Mann, an article by Norman Gask on 
“Rare Silver Spoons,” “ Heraldic Carvings in Wood” 
by F. Sydney Eden and “ An Unknown Portrait of 
Edward VI.” by Mr. Campbell Dodgson, formerly 
Keeper of Prints in the British Museum, etc. A very 
interesting and well illustrated number. 

Cow es (Frederick I.) Not Far From the 
Smoke. Being a series of adventures and 
excursions in and around five provincial 


cities. Illus. Muller. 7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Cowles has provided a pleasant companion 
to accompany us round those places of beauty and 
interest which lie so near the great cities. Although this 
book cannot be called a guide book anyone living 
in or near Manchester, Leeds, Sheffield, Nottingham 
or Birmingham, will be well advised to have a copy 
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with him when next he 

not far from the smoke of his 

Dona.pson (M. E. M.) Scotland’s Suppressed 
History. Illus. Murray. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author of this book seeks to show that the 
Church of Scotland has interfered with the true presenta- 
tion of history ; and that the faéts of the covenant and 
its opponents, like Claverhouse, have been deliberately 
misrepresen The author adopts a very downright 
attitude and presents her case with vigour. 
Dovetas (Ronald Macdonald) The Scots 

Book. A Miscellany of Poems, Folklore, 
Prose and Letters, with many Fa&ts—some 
well known and others less known—about 
Scotland and her People. With 31 illus- 
trations by Douglas Percy Bliss and Betty 
Aylmer and 3 maps. Maclehose. 7s. 6d. 
net. 

This book, which has been compiled by a crofter 
who devotes his spare time to literature, and has 
already one novel to his credit, is a mixture of scraps 
of poetry, folklore and history. There is much in it 
which will please the true Scotsman, but it has none of 
the rabbid patriotism of the Burnsnighters which 
aroused T. W. H. Crosland to such fury. 

GiFILuan (S. C.) The Sociology of Inven- 
tion. An essay in the social causes of 
technic invention and some of its social 
results ; especially as demonstrated in the 
history of the ship. A companion volume 
to the same author’s “ Inventing the Ship.” 
Chicago, Follett Publishing Co. $2. 

GrLFILLaN (S. C.) Inventing the Ship. A 
Study of the inventions made in her history 
between floating log and motor-ship. A 
self-contained but companion volume to 
the author’s “‘ Sociology of Invention.” 
Illus. Follett Publishing Co., Chicago. 
$2.50. 

These two volumes, by the ex-curator of ships in 
might be expected, are almost entirely conce with 
invention as applied to ships, but in the former volume 
the author sets forth with lucidity his views on the 
social principles and the causation and effe& of inven- 
tions in general. : 

Git (Eric) Work and Leisure. Faber. 5s. net. 

Coming from Mr. Eric Gill, it is only to be expeéted 
given at University Co! , Bangor, a year ago, 
will now be this related form. 
SeGtions deal with Art and Manufaéture, Art and 
Commerce and Art and Holiness, namely, Art as things 
to be made, things to be sold and things unsaleable. 
Harpinc (M. Esther) Woman’s Mysteries, 

Ancient and Modern. Illus. Longmans, 

Green. tos. 6d. net. 

An ambitious work dealing with the psychology of 
women throughout the ages. The author acknow- 


a day in the country 
town. 
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ledges her indebtedness to the teachings of Dr. Jung. 
She divides her volume into two main seétions, “ The 
Moon in Myth and Religion,” and “ The Moon as a 
Symbol.” The illustrations and lists of books of 
reference give substance to the theories here 
which concern the inner being of the eternal inine. 
Women’s dreams and subconsciousness work out 
eventually into the material world and account for the 
ultimate success or failure of her individual existence. 
HartMAN (Robert) About Fishing. Diagrams 
and decorations by the author. Barker. 


15S. het. 

The author has managed to combine a great deal 
of firSt-rate information with his reminiscences and 
anecdotes of fishing. His book should appeal to the 
seasoned fisherman as well as to the novice. 

Joun Barer, 1864-1931. Letters and Diaries. 
Edited by his Wife. With a Prefatory 
Note by Professor G. M. Trevelyan. 
Frontispiece. Murray. tos. 6d. net. 

John Bailey’s attitude towards life is best expressed 
in his own words written in his diary during the Great 
War. He says: “. . . my funétion and place in the 
world is to love art and letters and in some small way to 
help others to love them too.” This attitude and his 
charm and knowledge are well brought out in this 
memoit. 

Kenny (H. T.) In Lightest Africa. Illus. 
Murray. ros. 6d. net. 

The author has lived for a long while in an oasis in 
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the Sahara desert and in his book he tells some of the 

Strange adventures which have happened to him duri 

that time. He also gives a historical and sociologi 

sketch of the inhabitants of the distri in a manner 

which is authoritative without being pedantic. 

THe Keswick CONVENTION, 1935. Pickering 
and Inglis. Paper covers, 2s. 6d. net; 


cloth gilt, 4s. net. 

Here is the official handbook to the Keswick 
is given. Among the speakers may be noted such 
Pate names as Dr, Scroggie and Bishop Taylor 


LAMBERT (Richard S.) When Justice Faltered. 
A Study of Nine Peculiar Murder Trials. 
Illus. Methuen. 1os. 6d. net. 

Mr. Lambert has chosen nine cases of murder or 
presumed murder, in which the law has not funétioned 
properly. Particularly interesting are the three cases 
in which unjust convictions were recorded and the 
death sentence carried out. Much light is thrown on 
the psychology of judges and juries when faced with 

ints where both reason and sentiment may be 
rought into play. 

Leacock (Stephen) Humour. Lane. 7s. 6d, net. 

The queStion arises as to whether humour analysed 
may not definitely mean humour dissi , but 

hen Leacock is so artful in manner he can 
afford to paint the lily and get away with it. For those 
who want not only to be amused, but also to know why 
they are amused, here is the very book. 

Lerr (Lewis) Knights Errant of Papua. Intro- 
duétion by Sir Hubert Murray. Map and 
frontispiece. Blackwood. 12s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Lett has been a resident in Papua for twenty 
years and may be called a pioneer in the task of pacifica- 
tion, which has been going on in that country. In this 
book he tells something of the hazardous task, which he, 
with the help of loyal natives, has carried out. He has 
had to contend with head-hunters and cannibals, 
but he has carried out his job in the traditional manner 
of the world’s most successful colonists. 

Liprary OF EssENTIAL INFORMATION. 


Illus. Frontier Press. £3 35. net. 

Here is an attempt to provide the average man 
with a work of reference in one volume which will 
take the place of other multi-volume works of reference. 
ye division of subje& matter into twelve sections is 

somewhat arbitrary and reference to the 
will almost always be found necessary. 
in spe of the American origin of the work, which is 
pparent in some ee , the biographical, 
it pe Oa be of use to 


rs. We can thor- 
oughly recommend it to foencione for their reference 
ves. 

Lowe (Dr. Adolf) Economics and Sociology 
A Plea for Co-operation in the Social 
Sciences. Allen and Unwin. js. net. 

The linking up and collaboration of two branches 
of science is an occurrence which is unfortunately 
infrequent, but when it does take it deserves 
recognition, Prof, Lowe in this little book has suc- 


ceeded in showing how the sciences of Economics and 
Sociology may be studied together with advantage. 
Marriotr (J. W.) Modern Essays and 
Sketches. Argosy Books. Nelson. 3s. 6d. net. 
Contains pen sketches by Che$terton, Max Bere- 
bohm, J. B. Priestley, Belloc, E. M. Delafield, and many 
other popular writers. A delightful volume in this 
excellent series. 
MoncrizeFF (G. Scott) Scottish Country. 
Fifteen Essays by Scottish Authors. Illus. 


Wishart. 7s. 6d. net. 
A companion volume to the “ English 

issued recently by the same publishers. Amon the 
contributors are such sturdy Scotsmen as Eric ter, 
Neil Gunn and Hugh Macdiarmid. All the writers are 
enthusiasts for the distrifts they write of. The illus- 
trations are excellent. 

Prrr (Frances) Wild Life Studies. Illus. by 


G. E. Collins. Argosy Books, Nelson. 
38. 6d. net. 
One of the Argosy Books about badgers, dormice, 


weasels, lapwings, and other birds and beasts 

told in charming Style. It will appeal to all who love 

furred and feathered creatures. 

Sruonps (William Adams) Edison. His Life, 
His Work, His Genius. Illus. from photo- 
graphs, documents and letters. Allen and 


Unwin. os. 6d. net. 

A Study of the life of the great inventor. 
author has obviously a fervent admiration for his eubjet 
but he tells the story of the triumphs and tribulations 
of his hero with considerable humour. The book is 
excellently illustrated throughout. 

STEWART (William) Profitable Photography. 
Pitman. 2s. 6d. net. 

Many people take photo; as a hobby simply 
for pleasure. This little book tells them how may 
make their hobby profitable as well as ble. 
Advice is given as to the best subjeés to and the 
possible markets are fully analysed. 

A Tour or THE TEMPLE Press. An account 
by James Thornton, M.A., of printing and 
binding books at the works of J. M. Dent 
and Sons, Ltd., at Letchworth den City 
in Hertfordshire. Illus. Dent. 1s. 6d. net. 

An interesting account of book produétion in a 
highly organized book faétory 
WALDMAN (Milton) Joan of Arc. Illus. and 

maps. Longmans, Green. 12s. 6d. net. 

There have been a great many books published 
about Joan of Arc, and there has grown up such @ 
fog of literature about her, that it is very difficult to 
form an unbiased view of her or her enemies. Mr. 
Waldman has helped considerably to disperse this fog, 
and enable the reader to have a clearer understanding 
of the motives of Joan herself, as well as the motives 
of those who condemned her to death. 

Waucu (Evelyn) Edmund Campion, Jesuit 

and Martyr, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. 


Longmans, Green. 6s. net. 
The author states frankly in his preface that he 
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to write an exhaustive or definitive 


has not 
biography of his subje@, but that he merely attempted 
to put in a single readable narrative the most signi 
of the faéts. This he has succeeded in doing i 
and the book makes exciting reading for those interested 


FICTION. 
Barratr (F. Layland) Lycanthia. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 


i by a British mind. 
done her best and the story is not bad, 
but it is much too matter-of-fa& and does not really 
get over . 
Bexxarrs (Pearl) Velvet and Steel. Jenkins. 
7s. 6d. net. 
home at a very early age and is brought up by a rich 
aunt Naturally make 


: enough she is supposed to a 
brilliant iage, but Joan is i t and wants 
to prove herself. She turns down the eligible men and 
dislikes the mof eligible of all, Piers . He 


follows her everywhere, takes shares in a concern 
where she works as a mannequin, and master as he is 
of the great induStrial concern in which Joan’s father 
is a mere foreman, he takes the family on a cruise on 
his yacht. Well, Joan has to give in, of course, after 
certain unpleasant blackmailing details and a strange 
discovery about her birth. 

BIRMINGHAM (George A.) Millicent’s Corner. 

Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author has taken a bold subjeé& for his latest 
Story, namely, that charity funds might somehow or 
other become mixed up in a financial swindle. He 
és careful not to suggest anything offensive and yet— 
Miss Millicent was certainly a deep one. 

Boorn (Marjorie) Portrait in Pastel. Murray. 
7s. 6d. net. 

The story of the adolescence of Christina Yorkman 
as sensed It is delicately told and will appeal 
to those who like a psychological bias to the charaéter 
drawing of their heroes and heroines. 

Borrome (Phyllis) Innocence and Experience. 
Lane. 7s. 6d. net. 

Really these are very good Stories. Perhaps those 
of experience please better than those of innocence. 
“ The Liqueur Glass ” has a touch of the macabre, and 
“A Game of Skill ” is full of life’s terrible irony. Many 
of the others deserve a place in the first rank of short 
Rories. 

BRANDON (John G.) The Riverside Mystery. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

The aristocratic detective, the rather objectionable 
“Sooper,” the mySterious Chinaman and the Dorr 
Rinc. All present and correé. 

Brown (Forrest R.) The Range Hog. Ward 
Lock. 3s. 6d. net. 


How we love our Western dramas! Here is one 
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on new lines, which tells of a ranch hog who tries to 

diddle all his neighbours out of their hard-won lands. 

The way in which he is brought to justice makes 

thrilling reading. 

BucHan (John) Prester John. Argosy Books, 
Nelson. 3s. 6d. net. 

A very popular reprint in an attractive form. 
Should be in great demand. 

CiarKE (Olivia) Flotilla of Dreams. Chambers. 
7s. 6d. net. 

This is a first novel and shows distin@ promise 
of Still better things to come. Through it there runs 
a note expressive of the futility of life—the dreams 
that fail to work out into reality. Perhaps the theme ~ 
is the old one, “ ’Tis better to have loved and lost,” 
etc., etc. 


Cooper (Barbara) Two Walk Together. 
Nelson. 7s. 6d. net. 

Stella Pride is a country girl who has married a 
town-bred youth and their tastes and Standards are not 
entirely compatible. After five years of married life 
a definite rift comes within the lute and an old-fashioned 
Christmas with Stella’s people in the depths of the 
country tears it wide asunder. This is a sympathetic 
Story told with ta&t and charm. 

CorBetr (James) The Monster of Dagenham 


Hall. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 
Both the murderer and his method were mysteries 
and remain mysteries until the last chapter. 


° 
The were-wolf theme is not very popular in this ingame” 
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Doutrnwarre (L. C.) The Clearing. Blackie. 


38. 6d. net. 

The Black Mass in a English village. The story 
is quite well told and the interest is kept up to the last. 
FAULKNER (Virginia) The Barbarians. Barker. 

7s. 6d. net. 

There is real humour in this “ light” novel and 
more thana flavour of the Latin Quarter. The Barbarians 
are a group of artists, impecunious, of course, who 
dabble in oil-painting, "wood, clay, music, literature or 
what not. Sakesso, better known as Saki, is a true 
artist. His theories as to painting from the nude are 
definitely worth while. They are a mad, joyous, sad, 
loving crowd, and we pass with them from place to 
place and from page to page with infinite enjoyment. 
Gask (Arthur) The Poisoned Goblet. Jenkins. 

7s. 6d. net. 

Gilbert Larose, the famous — tor, is at his 
best in this kidnapping sto uétion of a 
treasured son from the side a he young mother has a 
pathetic appeal all its own, but Larose g me how to 
turn the affair into a thrilling romance. 

Govan (Allan) The Peacock Pattern. Murray. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Woven in and out of the life story of Adam and 
Arabella is the history of the Paisley shawl as it was 
made in the loom shops of 1800 when Adam was 
fifteen years old to the time when he was eighty and the 
once prosperous shawl trade had dwindled away. A 
thoroughly worked out story of Scottish home life, its 
Struggles and its joys which should be read not only 
for entertainment but for the insight it gives into an 
almost forgotten industry. 

Hatt (W. H.) Snow Leopard. Chambers. 
7s. 6d. net. 

A good Story of adventure. John Viney, the 
perfe& English gentleman, goes to India on an excitin 
que$st, not unconneéted with one who is a master-m inde 
the great Snow Leopard himself. A love story is inter- 
twined. The scene is laid on board ship and in romantic 
Kashmir. 

(Cecily) Lady Gregory’s House. 
7s. 6d. net. 
ueer house this of Lady Gregory. In archi- 
teéture + ad in psychology new. Everyone who comes 
to it, by chance or intent, gains something they could 
not have obtained elsewhere. 
LANGEWIESCHE - Branpt (Wolfgang) A 
Student’s Odyssey. Translated from the 


German Duck. Muller. 6s. net. 
Another of life in America, this time seen 
through the eyes of a young German student who went 
to American in search of a degree, and worked his 
own way in the conventional manner, by “ hitch hiking’ 
and “ beating” trains. 
LARDNER (Ring W.) Round Up. Williams 
and Norgate. 7s. 6d. net. 
These sketches have the real American flavour 
ond i eT by those who can enter into the 
irit of them. They throw light upon the inner 
ghts of all kinds of Ame rican charagters, American 


ideals and American humour. They are short and 
snippety, but there is something about them that rings 
true. The title is chosen by inspiration. 

Le Bas (Mary) Second Thoughts. Nelson. 


7s. 6d. net. 

Life treats Elizabeth Benton kindly, until her 
brother returns, ill and broken, to become a burden 
on her resources. Successful as a novelist and in love 
with the debonair Rupert Emerton, she has to learn 
that there are better things to be got out of life than 
mere success and pleasure. 


LENEHAM (J. C.) Boston Belle Meets Murder. 


Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

She met Murder and thoroughly enjo —_ 
in the deteétion of the murderer. will be 
quite interested in her researches. 

McFee (William) The Beachcomber. Faber. 
8s. 6d. net. 

This is a sound and realistic novel of the sea and 
its queer effe&t on human bein It has nothin 
mawkish about it. For those ~~ like fiétion wit 
subStance here is meaty material requiring the attention 
of the reader, line by line and pa by page, if the full 
extent of its fine struéture is to Fe appreciated. The 
author is to be congratulated on his achievement. 
MAcPHERSON (Donald) Go Home, Unicorn. 

Faber. 7s. 6d. net. 

The author has rather cleverly blended science 
and a form of spiritualism in this story, but his materiali- 
zation seems to be rather too material (if one may use the 
phrase). The unicorn episode brings to our recollec- 
tion the famous Story in the Strand Magazine of a 
materialized unicorn some forty or more years ago. 
Was it by Conan Doyle ? 

Matraux (Andre) The Royal Way, trans- 
lated from the French by Stuart Gilbert. 


Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 
The scene of this exciting adventure story . laid 
in the heart of the Siamese jungle. A 
Frenchman with archzological leanings and an Engli 
adventurer, who he has met on the boat out, form an 
ition to search for Stone carvings, of enormous 
ue, from the buried temples. posed by the 
dangers of the jungle and warring tribes their journey 
takes on something of an epic quality. The translation 


is excellent. 
MAsrERMAN(Walter S$.) Death Turns Traitor. 
Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 
the peace of the world ; the great secret society and its 
deformed and horrible peat The story has a few 
novel points, however, and is put together in a readable 


manner. 
Morrram (R. H.) Flower Pot End. Murray. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Mr. Mottram has laid the scene of his latest novel 
in the quiet backwater of a Norfolk Reétory and this 
charming Story of real people will appeal to a large 
circle of readers in these over-heétic days. 

Murr (Augustus) The Crimson Crescent. 


Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 
Sir George Wentworth was known as a retiring 
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few knew the reason for his retirement. From 

i at the top of his vast Store he watched his 

falling in love with the daughter of his best 

fri who had been defrauded by her solicitor of her 

rtune and was now working in Sir George’s shop. 

The myStery of Sir George’s retirement and loss of 

the girl’s fortune are cleared up by the astute deteétive 
and the book ends happily for everyone. 


RICHARDSON (Gladwell) Rio Colorado. Ward 


Lock. 345. 6d. net. 

An exciting Story of the West. Nations East rides 
into Canyon Diablo on the long trail to find his sister. 

a wife. 


Rircute (Hetty) Death Runs on Skis. 


Methuen. 7s. 6d. net. 

A new atmosphere for a treasure hunt. A shade 
technical as regards the ski-running part of the business, 
but a good story. 

Rosins (Denise) Life and Love. Nicholson 
and Watson. 7s. 6d. net. 

A colourful story of “A girl with a crooning voice” 
whose throat is operated on, after which she is told 
that she will never sing again. This terrible blow is 
made worse by the faét that her singing partner leaves 
her for another girl and then she enters into a match 
that is loveless—merely a friendly arrangement. There 
is much to be worked through, but the ending is more 
than happy. 

Rowtanps (John) Bloodshed in Bayswater. 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Quite a good series of murders and Margery was 
very annoyed when her best young man was suspeéted. 
But it was all right. Everybody turned out to be some- 
one else and the real villain crashed in the last chapter. 


SuHarp (Margery) Four Gardens. Barker. 
7s. 6d. net. 

Caroline Green, the heroine of this long novel, is 
not a modern person and her children cause her a 
considerable number of shocks without realising it. 
She finds her need to express herself is fulfilled at differ- 
ent periods of her life by her Four Gardens. There is 
a lot of quiet humour in this book and it is a distin@ 
advance on the author’s previous novels. 
SHoLOKHOv (Mikhail) Virgin Soil Upturned. 

Translated from the Russian by Stephan 
Garry. Putnam. 7s. 6d. net. 

This extremely long novel by the author of the 
well-known “And Quiet Flows the Don” has been 
adopted as a text-book in Soviet Russia. Although 
fiGional in form it is quite obviously eminently suited 
to perform this office and English readers will probably 

it a little tedious, unless they are interested in the 
Colle&ive Farming experiment with which it deals. 
SPENSER (James) The Five Mutineers. Long- 

mans, Green. 7s. 6d. net. 

A lurid but authentic account, by an ex-gan J 
of an attempt to escape from an y Heo rd. ptison. 
The absolute ruthlessness of the escaping conviéts 
would scarcely be credible were it not for the fa& that 
One can read of similar exploits in the papers. The 


deaths, all violent, of at least twenty persons are 

recorded in this book. 

THomas (Murray) Inspe&tor Wilkins Reads 
the Proofs. Jenkins. 7s. 6d. net. 

Clifford Belling Started out to solve a myStery 
with the intention of publishing the results of his 
inveStigation as fiction. It got into type and when 

find out what happened. 


JUVENILE. 


Brooke (L. Leslie) Johnny Crow’s New 
Garden. Illus. Warne. 4s. 6d. net. 
This is a sequel to the well-known and much loved 
“ Johnny Crow’s Garden ”’ and is no whit less amusing 
than its predecessor. 
Enock (Esther E.) Four Girls and a Fortune. 
Illus. Pickering and Inglis. 2s. net. 
The four Gresham girls were left in c 
mistress of Dene College. Phyllis, the t, was 
twenty-one and had already left school. She obtained 
a job as secretary to a firm of clay merchants, but loses 
the job, and after that the sisters are in Straitened cir- 
cumStances. Fortunately, however, they receive a 
womanhood is here pleasantly told. 
Grey Ow (Wa-Sha-Quon-Asin) The Adven- 
tures of Sajo and Her Beaver People. 


Illus. Lovat Dickson. 7s. 6d. net. 

Sajo, the daughter of an Indian chief, is given two 
beaver kittens. One of them is taken away from her, 
and after exciting adventures is found again in the big 
city and brought back to safety and finally restored to 
their pond. illustrations by the author are charm- 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 
BULLETIN of the American Library Association, 
August, 1935.—DECORATION of the English 
Home, July-September, 1935.—DEUTSCHE RUND- 
SCHAU, September, 1935.—INDIAN, September, 
1935.—THE LIBRARIAN, August, September, 1935. 
—THE LIBRARY JOURNAL, August, September 
1st, September 15th, 1935.—LIBRARY ASSOCIA. 
TION RECORD, August, September 1935.—MODEL 
RAILWAY NEWS, August, 1935.—MORE BOOKS, 
the Bulletin of the Boston Public Library, September, 
1935.—WILSON BULLETIN for Librarians, Septem- 
ber, 1935. 


The Madrid Conference. 


Tue forthcoming number of the Reviffa de 
Occidente will contain the complete text of the 
speech made by M. Jose Ortega y Gasset 
at the International Conference of Libraries 
and Bibliography at Madrid. He spoke on 
the “ Mission of the Librarian.” M. Ortega 
y Gasset is a well-known Spanish author and 
at least one of his books has been translated 
into English. 
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Correspondence 
The Editor, Tae Lrsrary Wor 
Sir, 30th Sept., 1935. 


Enclosed find copy of letter, the original 
of which has been sent to the Hon. Secretary 
of the Library Association with the original 
signatures attached. 

This is sent to you for inclusion in 


THe Lisrary Wor Yours, etc. 
J. G. O’Lrary, 
Dagenham, Chief Librarian. 
Public Libraries. 
[corr] 
To The Hon. Secretary, 
The Library Association. 10th Sept., 1935 


” On page 21 of the County Libraries Manual recently 
issued under the L.A. imprint appears the following 
There is a certain amount of repu; in 
library professional circles to the idea of a small 
government department with an ins rate, but it 
Is P caticipand t in time this will overcome in 
the interests of the smaller units, both county and 
municipal. It is obvious that an efficient service can 
have nothing to fear from inspection, while the value 
of inspection to backward areas would be of benefit 
to the library movement as a whole. . . . 

_ We, the undersigned, wish to protest enyantiony 
the publication of such a passage in a boo 
from its title page, might appear to express 

om of a committee of the Association. 

It is not our purpose here to discuss the merits 
or demerits of an inspeftorate. We do, however, 
challenge the right or qualification of any body of 
county librarians and those who direé& their aétivities, 
to speak for municipal librarians. Further, we depre- 
cate most strongly the publication in advance of any 
real discussion ot and pronouncement upon ins rate 
by the L.A. of such a passage in a book which will be 
tead by many members of Beal authorities, who ma 
accept its views, as they accepted those of Si 
Mumcipal Libraries, as the authoritative and informed 


embarrass 
many librarians who are direétly nsible to their 
committees, end we sak thet this edition of the Camty 
Libraries Manual be forthwith withdrawn. 


T. E. Callender. W. H. Smettem. 
F. W. McLaren. W. A. Munford. 
W. T. Creed. W. A. Fenton. 
H. EB. Waites. L. J. Packin 
G. O'Leary. Donald McDougall. 
Hamilton Connor Edward Sydney. 
F. A. Richards. O. W. Stone. 
George A. Vale. W. Bennett. 
George R. Bolton. . Chamberlain. 
. Faraday. W. J. Harris. 


The Editor, THe Lrsrary Worxp. 


Sir, 30th Auguft, 1935. 
INTER-AVAILABILITY OF BORROWERS’ TICKETS. 


The Southport Libraries Committee recently 
gave me authority to a borrowers’ tickets 
issued by other public libraries on condition 
that reciprocal arrangements are made by the 
other library authorities. I should be grateful 
if librarians who are able to make such arrange- 


ments would communicate with me. 
Yours, etc., 
B. T. W. STEVENSON, 
Atkinson Public Library Chief Librarian. 


Lord Street, Southport. 
The Editor, THe Lrsrary Wor.p. 

sth Oct., 1935 
Sir, 


UNDATED Books. 


I should like to carry the discussion on 
undated books which has been appearing in 
The Times a Stage further. The agitation 
against this very objectionable praétice should 
have an effe& on the publishers who issue 
such works. 


I want, however, to draw attention to the 
methods of librarians in dealing with the 
large number of undated books that already 
exist. The British Museum General Catalogue 
is quite definite on Ms matter. If a book 
has no date it must be ogeees by the cata- 
loguer, either from in evidence or other 
sources. Consequently every entry has either 

ublication date from the book, or am 
supplied date in brackets. This is, of course, am 
as it should be, but unfortunately many library 9 
catalogues do not follow suit. A recent ty 
of technical books issued by a provincial aay 
library has nearly ten per cent. of entries @ 
marked with the aggravating letters “ N.D.7 
Anyone with experience of books can date @ 
book within at least ten years and a circa dateuam 
within this period would be of very comm 
siderable help to the reader. a 
st Great Russell Street, Yours, etc., 


London, W.C.1. R. A. Peppa 


ke 
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oF 
Copies of this letter have been sent to the Press. es a 
We are, etc., 
Groom. 


